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INJURED ANIMALS IN LONDON. 


During the last few days no less than three 


Whorses have met with incurable injuries in the 


should be slaughtered as soon as possible. 


Hin the nearest veterinary surgeon 


epee Pitts * 


bury. 
Ssary the next step is to obtain a horse-slaughterer. 





; 


streets of London, and in each case an inexcusable 
delay has occurred in putting the poor animal out of 
his pain. It may be taken for granted that when 
a horse has a broken leg, a wounded abdomen from 
which the bowel protrudes, or other conditions 
which are incurable and accompanied by pain, it 
When 
an accident occurs the duty of the police is to call 
take 
opinion as to the curability or otherwise of the in- 
When the advice is that slaughter is neces- 


and his 


There are six knackers’ yards in the metropolis but 
allare removed from the centre of the town. A 


distance of, perhaps, three miles from the centre is in 


no case exceeded, but it may happen that when a 
message arrives the men are otherwise engaged, 
and time elapses before their services can be secured. 

How to prevent this delay is the question te be 
answered. Can no arrangement be made for some 
one in each district to kill. 
been made that at each police-station a Grecuer’s 
killer should be kept and one or two of the con- 


The suggestion has 


stables instructed in its use. This would certainly 
be a ready method of meeting emergencies, but the 
police decline to accept the position. Some years 
since the Commissioner of Police wished to put the 


duty on the veterinary surgeon, but we naturally 


) objected to be officially recognised as horse-slaugh- 





terers. The professional knacker is, of course, the 
right man to employ, and there would be no difti- 
culty in getting him early on the scene if the 
police were on the Telephone Exchange. They are 
not, but trust to their own telegraph wires connecting 


“Wrat we THINK.” 

There is a penny paper called “ The Veterinary 
News,” owned and issued by a firm of publishers 
who employ Mr. E. Lionel Stroud to edit. The know- 
ledge of this production possessed by most of our 
readers is probably confined to an occasional glance 
at the free copies regularly and widely distributed. 
When Colonel Nunn edited this cheap and nasty 
specimen of journalism it was occasionally humor- 
ous and always civil. Since his departure to South 
Africa it bas been mostly remarkable for coarse 
and abusive articles and scurrilous letters to which 
the writers have neither the honesty nor the 
courage to append their signatures. The front page 
is printed in leaded type and is apparently. the 
work of the nominal editor. For Mr. Stroud’s sake 
we hope it is not, and, to those who know, there is 
frequent evidence, in the shape of bad grammar, in- 
volved composition, and nebulous sentences, of 
another hand. This front page is written under the 
heading “ What we think” which is misleading. 
It should be entitled “What we say.” No man 
could write the stuff which frequently soils the 
paper il he thought. 

Last week there appeared some columns of 
thoughtless personalities, reckless statements, and 
dirty inuendos which cannot be allowed to pass un- 
noticed. The article is in reference to Prof. Axe’s 
book on The Horse, to which articles were contri- 





huted by Sir George Brown, Dr. Fleming, Prof. 
'Shave, Mr. H. Leeney, Mr. Hunting, Mr. Vero 


|Shaw, Mr. Lupton, and Mr. Malcolm. 
| There is no attempt to review or discuss the book. 
There is simply a direct appeal to the lowest in- 
| stinets of the smaller minds of the veterinary pro- 
So far two volumes of the book have ap- 
contributor to 
| whom reference is made save Prof. Axe. The very 
| mildest sense of justice and decency would have 
isuggested to anv honourable writer that before 
| attempting to pillory a man, it would have been 
| fain to have read his contribution. Not the 
person who penned ‘ What we think.” = Far 
i different is his method. He picks out four olf the 





| fession. 
| 
}peared but not one word of any 


sO 


the different stations. Thus, when a horse is fatally | contributors and sets to work to belittle and defame 


Injured a constable, having secured a veterinary 


them in the most cowardly manne! possible. Noth- 


certificate for slaughter, has to go to the nearest}ing is said of their contributions to Prof. Axe's 


police-station and wire to the one nearest to a 
knacker’s. From there a constable walks to the| 
knacker’s, and probably finds no man disengaged. | 
If the police used the telephone they could com-| 
municate direct with all the knackers and receive | 
il immediate reply. If a man was not available | 
Mtone yard another could be found at the next, and 
no delay need occur. | 





The questions asked could not well be more 

“ What have they done for their profes- 
“ How much have tl got out of the 
profession ?” and then the final insult is suggested 
that having derived knowledge and money from 
use their position 


ho yk. 
ottensive 


ae hei 
sion ¢ they 


ther profession they traitorously 


‘to encourage quackery and to injure those who 


have helned them. 
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Perhaps it would have been better to have treated 
this article with quiet contempt but it is so stupid, 
so spiteful, so thoughtless and so common, that for 
the sake of veterinary journalism we feel bound to 
gibbet it, and to express a hope that the Editor will 
not in future allow mischievous and jealous friends 
to impose such anonymous communications upon 
him—or if he does will publish them as correspon- 
dence. As a sample of the literary style we extract 
one paragraph of this specimen of “ thinking.’ 
Outside of a lunatic asylum it would be difficult to 
find more mental muddle and more effeminate 
spitefulness than is here made evident in two 
sentences :— 

“We suppose these altruistic literary gentlemen have 
been am * rewarded for their quanta, and therefore 
they iannas cry down their own work. Their antish 
philosophy, after gaining for what they have done, can- 
not surpass that of one who has lost, or who probably 
will lose, a great deal of income through the misguided 
wisdom of these contributors to a work ensuring sim- 
= to be intelligible to those who have no special 

nowledge of the subject.” 

And this appears under—‘* What we think.” Per. 
haps the kindest advice we can give our contem- 
porary is—consult a doctor, and if he approves 
employ a tutor. 








A CASE OF IDIOSYNCRACY. 


Subject.—An Aberdeen terrier, fifteen years old 
but a strong animal, with a voracious appetite and 
a good digestion. 

I had repeatedly treated this dog for various 
ailments, and one day last spring was asked to see 
him again on account of a real or supposed loss of 
condition. 

The animal looked healthy enough, but was cer- 
tainly in rather poor coat, and perhaps also a little 
thinner than usual, so I put him for a few days, in 
the first place, on Pil. Blaudii grs. v., twice daily, 
under which treatment he seemed to improve. 

I then altered the treatment to Pil. Blaudii, grs. 
v., cum acid arsenios gr. 1/100, to be given in the 
same manner, viz., twice daily after food. 

The day after the use of arsenic was commenced | ; 
the animal was seen to be affected with diarrhoea 
which, in the course of a day or two, rapidly be- 
came more profuse and exceedingly offensive, 
though the dog continued otherwise in good health. 
After about three days use of the drug the owner 
again brought him to me with this report. 

I did nothing to check the diarrhoea, and gave no 
chemical antidote, but merely substituted a placebo 
for the agent I had been using, and saw that the 
animal was suitably fed and guarded from exposure 
to cold and wet. 

The diarrhoea passed oft in a couple of days, and I 
returned to my original prescription, with satisfac- 
tory results. 

This is by no means the only time I have seen 
gastro-intestinal irritation commence almost imme- 
diately after the administration of arsenic in much 
smaller doses than are given in our text-books. The 
frequency of vomiting or diarrhoea being induced by 


even such doses as the above, has led me to the 
conclusion that very many dogs have a special 
idiosyncracy to arsenic. Valuable though the drug 
is, I believe that, in dog practice, it is advisable to 
always commence its use in very small doses indeed. 
CANINE PRACTITIONER. 





’| Abstract from the Annual Report of the Army 


Veterinary Department for the Year ended 
31st March, 1905. 


INEFFICIENCY AND MortTALITY. 


The amount of inefficiency from diseases and injuries 
was 99°38 per cent., being 1°17 per cent. higher than last 
year. 

The number of deaths from all causes was 139 more 
than last year, 967, or 4°60 per cent. of the average 
strength. 

The greatest mortality was in the Army Service Corps, 
viz., 8°32 per cent. (This high rate of mortality is due 
to the horses of four Remount Depots having been in- 
cluded with that Corps). In the mounted infantry it 
was 5°56 per cent. ; the Royal Horse Artillery, 5°05 per 
cent. ; Dragoons and Lancers of the Line, 4°28 per cent. ; 
Hussars of the Line, 4°05 per cent. ; Royal Engineers, 
3°80 per cent.; Royal Field Artillery, 3°77 per cent. ; 
Infantry Transport, 2 2°04 per cent. ; Household Cavalry, 
1°60 per cent. ; and Military Mounted Police, 0°91 per 
cent. The mortality among the mules was 3°38 per 
cent. 

ADMISSIONS TO TREATMENT. 


The total number of admissions to treatment was (ex- 
clusive of 857 remaining on 31st March, 1904) 1,766 more 
than the previous year, being 20,864 or 99°38 per cent. of 
the average strength, and 1°17 per cent. higher than last 
year. The largest number of admissions was in the 
Army Service ‘Corps, 147°72 per cent., and this is, as 
stated in previous reports, mainly due to the inclusion 
with this Corps of the Remount Depéts. The lowest 
was in the Infantry Transport and Royal Engineers, 
being 52°55 and 57°24 per cent., respectively. The per- 
centage of admission of mules was 27°11. 


SuRGICAL DISEASES AND INJURIES. 


The largest number of admissions is from surgical 
diseases and injuries being in the aggregate 13,255, of 

2,328 more than in the previous year. Of these 22 died 
and 207 were destroyed. In 1904, 16 died and 220 were 
destroyed. Of the horses destroyed, 101 were for frac- 
tures of limbs, ete. 


DISEASES OF THE CHEST AND AIR PASSAGES (CLASS 2): 


The number of admissions in this class was 1,482 
657 cases of eatarrh, 7 72 of laryngismus paral. (roaring), 
445 of pneumonia and pleuro-pneumonia, and 57 of 
pleuritis, were admitted, being an increas‘ in - 
diseases over the previous year of 84 adinissions. The 


mortality in this class was 166, the majorit) , VIZ, = 


cases, being dune to pneumonia, pleuro-pneu onia, 

pleuritis. ae 
Owing tothe number of deaths among youl" horses 

from the above diseases, the following letter was cre'r 

lated. Sent from the War Office. 

Sir, int 
Iam commanded by the Army Council oe 


you that out of 4,712 remounts purchased 


year 1904-5, 136, or 2°88 per cent., died within we 





months of their purchase. 
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The causes of death were as follows :— 


102 from pleuro-pneumonia, pneumonia, and their 


complications. 
21 from strangles and their complications. 
7 of the result of accidents. 
6 from digestive diseases. 


The great majority of casnalities was among horses 


bought for cavalry, the reasons for which may te : 

(1) They are a lighter class of horse. 

(2) They are mostly purchased in Ireland, and many 
have to make the journey across to England. 

(3) A larger proportion than is the case with heavier 
horses are absolutely untrained when purchased 
and their early training causes consequently more 
strain and excitement. 

The conclusion is therefore that the cavalry remount 
is especially liable during the first two months after pur- 
chase to get tired, heated, and chilled, as the result of 
travelling, excitement, or unaccustomed exertion, and is 
peculiarly susceptible to attacks of contagious disease. 

The contagious nature of one form of pneumonia in 
the horse is well known, and its contagium is not easily 
got rid of, and therefore all cases of pneumonia should 
be treated as a contagious disease for purposes of dis- 
infection, ete. But the majority of cases probably come 
with the germ latent in them, and exposure in travelling, 
or the excitement of, and subsequent fatigue from work, 
produce that “below par” condition which enables the 
disease to get a start. 

The Army Council desire to place these facts before 
General Officers Commarding so that they may impress 
upon Officers Commanding Mounted Units the impor- 
tance of paying the most careful attention to the care of 
young horses when they first join their units. 

It is only by this careful supervision that the casual- 
ties among young horses can be reduced and the conse- 
quent heavy loss to the State avoided.—I am, sir, your 
obedient servant, 

R. H. Brave. 

The General Officer, 

Commander-in-Chief, Command. 
’ 
SPECIFIC DISEASES. 

The number of admissions in this class was 1,294, be 
ingan increase of 425 over the previous year. 79 horses 
were destroyed for glandeis-farcy, as against 29 In 1904. | 
There were 263 cases of epizvotic-lymphang..is admitted 
during the last year, of which 238 were destroyed. 

The admissions for adenitis (strangles) are 239 more 
than the previous year, being 873 as compared with 634 : 
76 cases were admitted for influenza, being an increase of 
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formed at the Curragh early next year. These hospitals 

are being equipped with a full up-to-date equipment. 
Army Verertnary Corps. 

_An Army Veterinary Corps has been instituted, con- 
sisting of Warrant Officers, Non-commissioned Officers, 
and men, and a detachment forms part of the personnel 
of each of the above hospitals. The men of the Corps 
are being instructed by their Officers in all necessary 
detail of Veterinary Hospital work, and its formation 
will enormously increase the efficiency of the Veterinary 
Service, and be of material assistance to the Army at 
large, both in peace andin war. The want of a properly 
organised subordinate Veterinary Service was much felt 
during the late S. African war. 


i 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 


Having been invited by men with whom I have 
previously served on the Council, and by very many 
members of the profession outside the Council 
chamber, to allow myself to be nominated for mem- 
bership at the forthcoming election, I have con- 
sented to do so; and appreciate the compliment 
paid me by those who suggested I should again 
come forward; and promise those who may think 
well to accord me their vote and interest, if elected, 
to use every means in my power to be a frequent 
attendant at Council meetings and at the meetings 
of Committees to which I may happen to belong. 
To uphold the dignity and welfare of the pro- 
fession, to safeguard its interests, and to maintain 
its direct influence in all appropriate matters, wil! 
be my constant endeavour. 

Being a country practitioner myself, it is natural 
that it will be my object to study the interest of 
those practising in the country. 

I am one of those who hope to see the veterinary 
profession represented in the House of Commons, 
but believe indirect representation to be the only 
means at present available. 

Much has been said about the work of the Regis- 





ol over the previons year. 

| 

GENERAL DISEASES. 

_ The number of admissions in this class was 2,232, an | 

Increase of 385 over the previous year, the majority of | 

which were for simple and catharrhal fevers ; 44 horses | 

died and 19 were destré yyed. In 1904, 23 horses died and | 
28 were destroyed. 


Age, IN RELATION TO Heatru AND Morvatrry. 


The admissions to treatment were numerically bigher | 
among the five, eight and nine-year old horses, being | 
704, 14°32, and 14°34 per cent. respectively. The four- | 
year olds came next with 13°46 per cent., and the six 
year olds follow with 11°78 per cent., the percentage 
being gradually reduced after ten years of age. The 
percentage of deaths was highest among’ the five, four, 
and eight-year olds, being 19°64, 15°31, and 13°24 
Presper tively, 


STATION VETERINARY HospImra.s. 
Station Veterinary Hospitals have been established at | 


tration Committee. Having been a member of the 
Committee I have a right to my opinion that the 


lwork is done conscientiously; the duties of this 


Committee are of that class of which outsiders can 


more easily preach than understand. I am sure 
there are m wny small offences sent for its consider- 
ition that stould not be sent. [ vrant that there 
lare serious charges which should, and do, have 


careful consideration ; to those ] should consider it 
my duty—if belonging to the Commiuttee—to pay 
particular attention, and as far as In my power to 


' deliver justice. 


| am of opinion that all veterinary teaching 
schools, once affiliated Witt he Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, should enjoy equal rights. 

[ sincerely hope that there may never be but our 
present one portal system. ; 

The treatment accorded us as professional men by 
the Board of Agriculture and by our County Coun- 


. . ‘ : : , sae f \ ~} . 
Woolwich, Aldershot, and Bulford, and another will be ceils will, whether I am a member of Council or 
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not, always be treated by me in a manner justifiable 
to the circumstances, and the inspection and exam- 
ination of animals for insurance societies, etc., will 
at all times be refused at the discreditably low fees 
offered by the societies. 

Other subjects might be touched upon, and 
opinion offered, but like many men I have a dislike 
to writing, and moreover am careful not to promise 
anything that I may be unable to perform. 

I ought perhaps to say, for information of those 
electors who may not already know, the reason of 
my seeking re-election is that less than twelve 
months since, owing to great pressure of professional 
engagements at a time of Council and Committee 
meetings, I reluctantly sent in my resignation, 
which was graciously accepted. 

I am conscious that there are men more worthy 
of the seat I am asking your assistance to obtain, 
but that there is one more willing to do the best in 
his power for the welfare of the veterinary profession 
I question. 

East Rudham, 

Kings Lynn. Mar. 29th. 


Wma. Bower, 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 23rd annual meeting was held at the Royal 
Clarence Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday, March 22. The 
President, Mr. G. H. Gibbings, Tavistock, in the chair. 
Other members present were: Messrs. P. G. Bond, 
Plymouth; R. J. Collings, Exeter; W. H. Davie, Credi- 
ton; J. Dunstan, Liskeard; C. Parsons, Laanceston; 
R.E. L. Penhale, Torrington; W. Penhale, Barnstaple ; 
W. Penhale, Holsworthy; C. E. Perry, Bristol ; W. 
Roach, Exeter; W. P. Stableforth, Colyton; E. J. 
Thorburn, Okehampton; and Wm. Ascott, Bideford, 


Hon. Sec. ; 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and 


confirmed. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. C. Crowhurst, G. H. Elder, W. H. Bloye, 
W. G. Gillam, C. H. Golledge, F. T. Harvey, G. W. M. 
Haydon, A. H. Oliver, T. Olver, C. E. Turvill, and 
H. E. Whitemree. 

The following Sir John 
M‘Fadyean :— 

“T am very much obliged by your letter of December 
4th conveying kind congratulations of the members of 
the Western Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
on the honour recently conferred on me by the King, I 
shall be glad if, at the next meeting of the Association 
you will convey to the members my very sincere thanks, 
and assure them that their congratulations have given me 
very much pleasure.” 

Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act.—Hon. Sec. hav- 
ing reported that only a formal acknowledgment of his 
letter to the Devon County Council had been received, 
was asked to again write the Clerk asking for attention 
to the matter. 

Parliamentary representation.—A_ further letter from 
Mr. G. H. Locke was read, but no steps were taken. 

Letters from the Central Veterinary Medical Society 
re expert evidence by Inspectors of the R.S.P.C.A. and 
the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society ve the ap- 
pointment of the Veterinary Inspector under the Diseases 


letter was read from 


Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute.—Messrs, 
E. J. Bath (Keynsham) and C. E. Perry were asked to 
attend the Congress to be held at Bristol in July, as 
delegates from this Association. 
New MEMBERs. 
Mr. J.C. Cottines, of Plymouth, was unanimously 
elected, and Mr. Percy PENHALE, of Barnstaple, was 
proposed by Mr. W. Penhale (Holsworthy), seconded 
by the Hon. See. 
It was decided to purchase a new pair of molar tooth 
toreeps, of the most approved pattern. 
Reference having been made to the death of Mr. F. P. 
Collings, of Plymouth, one of the Association’s mem bers, 
it was unanimously resolved that a message of condo- 
lence be conveyed to the widow. 
The Hon. TREASURER presented the annual statement 
of accounts, showing a credit balance of about £30. 
The PRELIDENT congratulated the Association on the 
satisfactory position of its finances. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
President.— Mr. EK. J. THORBURN was unanimously 
elected for the ensuing year. 
Vice- Presidents.— Messrs. C. Parsons, E. W. Bove, 
and*R. E. L. PENHALE. 
Hon. Treasurer—Mr. P. G. Bonn, and //on. See., 
Mr. Wm. Ascort, were re-elected with thanks for past 
services. 
SPECIMENS. 
Mr. J. DuNstTAN exhibited a specimen of “ Malignant 
pustule” cut, 14 days ago, from the face of a man 
suffering from anthrax, probably contracted by hand- 
ling an infected carcase at a knacker’s yard. <A _ small 
pimple first came ont under the chin, but not suspect- 
ing anthrax, the man did not call in medical assistance 
for two days. A micro-photograph of the bacilli, taken 
from one of the blebs was also exhibited, the characteris- 
tic appearance of the bacilli being particularly notice 
able. The case has since made a good recovery, and in 
this connection Mr. Dunstan remarked that the disease 
was not so malignant in human beings as was commonly 
supposed; the percentage of deaths being about 20 to 
30 per cent. In animals also the percentage of deaths 
is lower than is generally believed. 

The PrestpENt asked Mr, Dunstan, after what time 
a man may consider himself secure from infection after 
handling an infected carcase.—Mr. Dunstan was of 
opinion five days, this being the longest observed period 
of incnbation, experimentally.— Vr. Perry doubted this, 
as a case had recently come under his notice in bristol, 
where a man had contracted the disease, but the symp 
toms did not not develop for ten days.—-Mr. [Dunstan 
thought in that case the man had probably saturated 
his clothes with infection when handling the carease 
and contracted the disease himself, from his clothes, at 
a later period.-The President was perfectly convinced 
that many cases died from anthrax, where the disease 
was quite unsuspected ; he himself recorded several 0! 
that nature at the last meeting. 

My. Ascort exhibited the 3rd lower molar of a pony 
which first came under his notice when four years old. 
It then had a running wound on the lower jaw, attribu- 
ted toan injury caused by the halter stem. ‘Two yeat* 
later the pony was again brought to him, having change 
owners in the mean time, with the wound still dis 
charging ; he then removed the 3rd and 4th lower molars 
which were diseased, as the specimen showed, and the 
wound healed, the pony doing well for ten years. T“¢ 
months ago’it was again brought to him, beinz unable 
to feed, and on examination he found that the whole 
the remaining molars were worn so shear-shajed as © 
prevent feeding ; he borrowed the Association's toot! 


shears and with them succeeded in cutting off cath 





of Animals Acts, for the City of Cardiff, were read. 


tooth (specimen produced) and the pony has since! 
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with ease. He mentioned this case principally to testify 
to the excellent manner in which the shears answered 
their purpose. 


ABNORMAL PARTURITION OR DYSTOKIA. 
By Mr. W. Penua.e, Holsworthy. 


The subject I have selected, or which was suggested 
to me for this paper, I trust will be interesting to you 
this afternoon and provoke a good discussion. I must 
ask your indulgence, as I know too well how incom- 
pletely the subject has been dealt with by your humble 
servant, partly due to a busy life and its numerous 
duties. hope, however, that the remarks and facts 
here brought forward may have some claim to be prac- 
tical if not regarded as highly scientific. 

Parturition is of very great importance both to the 
agriculturist and the veterioary surgeon, for it affects 
all our domesticated animals and very materially influ- 
ence the success of farming, and to some extent at least 
the practice of a veterinary surgeon, especially in coun- 
try districts. Moreover, it remains, up to now, less 
affected by the motor, or quackery, or the patent medi- 
cine vendor ; these are of little use in a case of difficult 
parturition. 

Parturition is undoubtedly one of the most important 
and difficult of all the animal functions, and necessarily 
divides itself into two kinds, viz., normal and abnormal. 
The first-named requires but little or no interference, 
hence our aid is only called upon in the latter. 

The abnormal conditions which may precede or follow 
that event come within the province of veterinary art. 
There are many disadvantages under which the veteri- 
nary obstetrist labours in cases of difticult parturition, 
e.g., the late period at which his services are generally 
called into request, and often after serious and even irre- 
parable injury has been done by unskilled hands, or 
when the animal has become exhausted and worn out 
with hours of pain and suffering, perhaps with a bad 
presentation very much aggravated by the severe throes 
or the pulling of one or more of the limbs ur head by 
ignorant men ; and these conditions are often amidst the 
most unfavourable surroundings, in an unsuitable house 
with perhaps no light, but numerous wind holes and 
other sources of discomfort, rendering this part of 
veterinary work very difficult, besides being hazardous 
and fatiguing. Nevertheless its duties are incumbent 
upon us and its results huinane and beneficent. The 
subject of parturition is essentially “ practical,” and to 
ve a successful obstetrician a thorough knowledge of the 
inatomy and physiology of the generative organs of our 
Jomesticated animals is necessary, together with surgi- 
cal and pathological skill in dealing with individual 
cases. Experience has taught us that no two cases are 
alike, but the first examination or introduction of the 
hand which has been trained in manipulation, generally 
reveals the nature and condition of the case, and the 
difficulties which confront ns in effecting delivery. 

Abnormal or difficult parturition depends primarily 
pon the mother or foetus, possibly upon both. It is 
termed by Fleming Maternal Dystokia and Fvetal 
Dystokia. 

MATERNAL DysTokIA. 

_ Maternal dystokia may be caused by pelvic constric 
aa or deformity, by displacement or altered condition 
1 the uterus, diseased condition of the maternal organs, 
or by accidents occurring to the same, or by excessive or 
oo feeble pains. 

elvie constriction or deformity, more common in 
Mares and cows than in the smaller of our domesticated 
— may be due to congenital deformity or confor- 
nn 1, exostoses, or fracture of the bones of the pelvis 
‘rotruding into the vaginal or pelvic cavity, thereby 


a contracted or funnel-shaped pelvis, but this I believe 
Is more common in the human subject. 

_ Displacement of the Uterus, and Torsion.—Thiscondi- 
tion or accident is rather common in the cow, but some- 
what rare in the mare, sheep, or sow. It consists in the 
body of the uterus, rotating or turning over on itself so 
that its upper surface becomes quite lateral, or even in 
bad twist, inferior, causing the os to be completely twis- 
ted, and often involving the vaginal passage. ‘Torsion 
may be complete or incomplete. In incomplete tor- 
| Sion which is the most frequent, the uterus is only par- 

tially turned over and there is a band or fold forming a 
kind of ridge across the floor of the pelvis in a twisted 
or corkscrew fashion, the passage being more constricted, 
as yon get near the os. In these cases the hand will 
generally pass into the uterus, and delivery can be effee- 
ted without having recourse to rolling which, as a rule, 
| | have found easier to accomplish should the presenta 
| tion be a posterior one. 
| Torsion usually occurs towards the termination of 
| pregnancy, and its causes seem to be obscure and diverse, 

probably a slip or fall, fighting or riding each other, 
breaking over or jumping fence, or colic may give rise 
to this condition. It is often evidenced by an unusually 
swollen state of the vulva and surrounding parts, the 
labour pains are feeble and at long intervals, and the 
animal appears quite well between. Sometimes colicky 
vains will manifest themselves, and as time goes on the 
abour pains become more energetic, but parturition does 
not advance in the slightest, and often the waterbag 
does not appear. This state of things may go on for 
two or three days or even longer. In other cases, how- 
ever, the symptoms are more marked, and call for speedy 
relief. Ina few cases | have known these symptoms 
pass off for the time and the animal appears to have re- 
covered its normal state of health. 

[ was called to a mare a few years since, that was 
nearly due to foal ; she had repeated and rather severe 
attacks of pain, like colic, for which [ treated her. On 
the second attack, thinking there ‘night be something 
wrong with the uterus or foal, I examined her 
per vaginam and found a decided twist. I told the 
owner of it, and that foaling would be a very difficult 
matter, if not impossible. She remained in much the same 
condition, and when two or three weeks overgone symp 
toms of labour appeared and she was turned out to grass 
todie. As the pains continued I was called, and after 
some two hours or more of most strenuous work and 
being myself in an awful plight, so much so that I had 
to borrow certain garments from the farmer to return 
home. I delivered the mare in the standing position, 
she lived four or fivedays and then succumbed to septi 
cemia owing, as I considered, to the twist and dis 
placement of the uterus, blocking up the afterbirth dis 
charges. ; 

In complete torsion advantage may be derived from 
rolling the animal on the floor, previously covered with 
straw, care should be taken to ascertain the direction of 
the twist, and soroli the animal’s body in a contrary 
direction to the torsion, the operator’s hand might lend 
assistance by being introduced into the vagina or uterts 
during this process, and push that organ in an opposite 
direction to the rolling or turning, so as to prevent the 
uterus from falling over the same way and remaining 
as badly twisted as ever. Some contend that the rolling 
should be in the same direction as the twist, but this 
can be tested by the rolling: if itis likely to reduce the 
torsion, its effect will soon be apparent. | have gener- 
ally fonnd it advantageous to first roll the animal on 
her back and then allow the body to fall on the side in- 
dicated by the twist’ in fact delivery can often be 
effected whilst in this position, as the rolling process 
does not always yield the results expected. 

Rigidity of the Crrvir Uteri, or spasm ol the os, 








fend 
“rowing the passages and causing an obstruction, or to 


commonly called contracted womb, is a condition often 
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met with in practice, especialy in ewes, in which it is 
very common, in fact is one of the chief causes of diffi- 
cult lambing, resulting in a large amount of mortality. 
The contraction is often very unyielding and difticult to 
overcome. The rigidity of the cervix will remain for 
days, and though sometimes by waiting a day or two 
after the ewe has shown symptoms of labour and the 
water bag appeared, the contraction has to some extent 
yielded, and the os opened up so that delivery can be 
effected, in my experience the contraction and spasm 
of the os remains about the sime. This is only rarely 
met with in the mare and cow, but I have found an in- 
durated or tumified condition of the cervix uteri assum- 
ing the nature of schirrhus «nd extending to the 
vaginal passages, with chronic inflammation of the parts. 
In this state considerable resistance is offered to delivery, 
the os required to be incised before parturition could 
take place. 

Hernia or rupture of the uterus is often met with 
in the mare, cow, and sheep, and may always be re- 
garded as fatal. In my experience it is more frequent 
in the mare than any other animal, due no doubt to the 
powertul and severe labour pains she is subject to. 

I remember being called toa mare in labour and find- 
ing a long portion of bowel protruding from the vagina 
and dragging on the ground and had been trampled on 
by herand torn. In another case of foaling there was 
a prolapse of the rectum, some two or three yards in 
length, even reaching to the ground, and the violent 
pains resisted all efforts to return it. Some three or 
four seasons ago I was called to at least four cases of 
rupture of the uterus in mares that had foaled without 
any interference, and I had a similar case in a cow with 
retention of the placenta, where I thought it advisable 
to wash out the uterus. There being an unsuspected 
rupture she soon succumbed after the injection. 

Excessive or too feeble pains often cause prolonged or 
difficult labour. This may be due to uterine or ventral 
hernia or to arelayed or lacerated condition of the ab- 
dominal muscles or the tendinons parts of the same, 
commonly known as “breaking down.’ I bave seen 
several cases of this kind in mares, cows, and ewes. 

Dropsy of the Uterus is rather common in cows, and 
often interferes with parturition. In two cases recently 
where an enormous quantity of water had collected I 
passed a male catheter through the os taking off a large 
quantity, but in each case the cow sank before par- 
turition had taken place. 

Fara Dysrokta. 


Though the obstacles to parturition offered by the 
maternal organs are somewhat considerable, it is the 
experience of most of us that the foetus is more often 
the cause of difficult labour. Fetal dystokia may be 
divided into cases independent of the presentations and 
those resulting from the presentations. 

Independent of presentations. Excess of volume, 
normal or abnormal.—W hen the foetus is unusually large 
but quite normal in its development and the presentation 
natural, the difficulty of parturition is not necessarily 
very great, but when the excess in size is due to disease 
of the foetus the difficulty is very much increased. I 
have not met with many cases of Hydrocephalus or 
hydro-thorax in foals and calves. These are more 
common amongst lambs, especially hydrocephalus, 
but cases of ascites in calves have come under my ex- 
perience. Some time ago I was called to a case where 
some eight or nine men had been pulling at a calf to 
effect delivery, but without avail. I found I had to 
deal with ascites in the calf. With difficulty, as the 
calf’s hind legs were out and the hind quarters tightly 
wedged in the pelvis, I carried in a small lancet and 
made an incision intoits abdomen. A stream of water 
came out through the vaginal passage reducing the 
volume, and delivery was soon effected. 




































Emphysema isa common condition of the foetus, es- 
ew in calves and lambs. It is generally the result 
of decomposition of the tissues, which become filled 
with foetid gases and serous fluid, bloated, spongy, and 
crepitous, the skin, harsh and dry, offering a decided 
resistance and making delivery very difficult. Some- 
times one or more of the limbs or the head becomes 
torn away or smashed up in the act of delivery, and in 
more than one case I have known the calf divide at 
the lumbar region leaving the hind quarters behind, 
which had to be again secured and brought on. In 
some instances of advanced decomposition I have found 
the foetus dismembered and broken up; and even 
nothing but the skeleton, disjointed and mixed with a 
quantity of putrid flnid, remaining in utero. 

A case of this kind came under my notice some years 
ago in a mare that had gone over her time several 
weeks ; she gave no sign of foaling, but there was an 
offensive discharge and she had become stiff and unwell. 
I found a mass of bones mixed up with fragments of 
muscle and tissues which proved to be twins. The stench 
was so bad that we had to take the mare out in a field 
amidst a healthy breeze, to remove the contents of the 
uterus. Needless to say the mare was then suffering 
from septic poisoning, but eventually recovered. 

Deformities and monstrosities are somewhat common 
in every country practitioner’s experience, such as con- 
tracted and contorted limbs or neck, or curved spine, or 
a most peculiar condition of feetus locally known as 
“Moon calf.” [had one not long ago, but have no wish 
to see another for some time. It can be best and most 
situply described as the limbs and head, twisted and con- 
torted in any conceivable manner, with curved spine, 
and nearly all the viscera exposed and outside. We all 
know how difficult these cases are to deal with and 
successfully deliver. 

Multiparity.—This often occurs, especially with ewes, 
when it fs considered “ good luck,” but frequently causes 
difticalt labour. It requires careful manipulation in 
securing the limbs, or it may happen that a leg of each 
foetus may be ccrded and brought on together. A case of 
twin calves came under my attention a few nights ago, 
both breech presentation, and in delivery of the first | 
had no suspicion of another, but fortunately [ made 
another examination and found the second. 

Anomalies in and diseases of the foetal membranes 
also oceur, and an abnormal quantity of the placental 
fluids collects. 

Dystokia resulting from presentations.—Abnormal 
presentations may be divided into Anterior, Posterior, 
and Transverse. 

Anterior presentation.—Fore limbs may be vne ol 
both crossed over the neck and head of the fcetus, or 
flexed at the knees or completely retained. Head and 
neck may be bent downward and backward or laterally; 
or upwards and backwards; or the head may _ be coil 
pletely retained ; or head out and legs completely re- 
tained. Hind limbs may be forced under the belly o! 
the foetus, this is called by Fleming the Vertica/ a) 
minal, or dog-sitting position. 

I have met with a few cases of this kind, a mare! 
labour out in a field, the fore limbs and head presente’ 
and appeared favourable ; a number of men pulled at 
the foal, but a sudden stop took place, the farmer then 
hitched on a horse but without success, and yet nothing 
visible to account for the difficulty. [ found the body 
of the colt fully occupying the vaginal passage, but 0 
introducing the hand underneath the body of the colt 
the floor of the pelvis the hind feet could easily be felt. 
I at once divided the trunk of the foal at the lumbar 
region, returning the pelvic end of the fcetus into the 
uterus and securing the hind legs, when delivery ¥* 
accomplished. In this case, however, the mare ha 
been so badly treated by the unmerciful pulling o! the 





06 


Us, eS- 
> result 
» filled 
ry, and 
lecided 
Some- 
ecomes 
and in 
vide at 
behind, 
on =ln 
» found 
1 even 
with a 


ie years 
several 
was an 
unwell, 
ents of 
> stench 
a field 
s of the 
uffering 


-OmMmMmon 
as con- 
spine, or 
own as 
no wish 
1d most 
und con- 
1 spine, 

We all 
‘ith and 


ith ewes, 
ly causes 
lation in 
of each 
A caseof 
hts ago, 
» first | 
I made 


mbra nes 
placental 


 bnormal 
Posterior, 


e one or 
Foetus, of 
Jead and 
aterally ; 
be com 
letely re- 
: belly ol 
wal ah lo 


1 mare ID 
presente 
pulled at 
mer then 
t nothing 
the body 
e, but on 
he colt on 
y be felt. 
1e lumbar 
s into the 
ivery Wa 

are hat 
ing ol the 








S 
‘ 
% 


c 
#e 
x 






April 7, 1906 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 








— 


men and horse that paralysis of the hind extremities set 
in and she died or was destroyed. 

Posterior Presentation.—This is usually very simple 
when the hind legs are extended, but in two cases I have 
had a rather unusual experience, one case terminating 
fatally and within a few minutes. They were posterior 
presentations with the hind legs fully extended, but the 
sacrum and that part of the coccygeal region was 
coarsely developed in the calf so as to form a high ridge, 
which so severely lacerated the upper part of the 
vaginal passage that profuse hemorrhage took place. 
The other case lost two or three gallons of blood but re- 
covered. 

Breech Presentation.—This is very common in veteri- 
nary practice and of varying degree. In some cases the 
hocks are only flexed and resting on the symphysis, but 
when the hind legs are completely retained the difficulty 
increases. I have had several of this nature lately, one 
very bad case, where the tail and pelvis of the calf were 
in sight, with the hind legs driven far back into the 
uterus so that even the thighs could not be felt. I had 
the cow pulled up by hind legs with alight pair of pulley 
blocks, which I generally carry. After some time I suc- 
ceeded in passing a cord round the thigh and got a hook 
into the gastrocnemii tendon, but the point of the os 
calcis became embedded or enveloped in a fold of the 
mucous membrane of the uterus and would not be 
liberated until I passed in a knife and severed this band 
or fold, when delivery was completed. The cow lived. 

Transverse Presentation may also cause dystokia, but 
this is rather rare. 

These are some of the abnormalities of parturition, 
with a few cases of my own experience. The subject 
is by no means exhausted, but as time is going I will 
only mention one or two after results of parturition. 

Inversion of the Uterus.—This is very common in cows 

and ewes and happens occasionally in mares, and also 
in the sow. If properly returned and retained, in the 
cow the case generally goes well, but I have found in the 
mare ard sow it is attended with considerable danger. 
In the sow the uterus, when completely inverted is so 
large and the vaginal passage so small that it is almost 
impossible to return it. I have had recourse to amputa- 
tion at the cervix uteri, but rarely successfully. 
_ Retention of Placenta.—This is of frequent occurrence 
in most of our domesticated animals, and of serious 
consequence, especially in the mare. It should be re- 
moved from the mare as soon after delivery as possible. 
If allowed to remain long metritis and septicemia will 
supervene. In the cow it may be retained with less 
serious results, and is not so easily removed on account 
of the numerous cotyledonous attachments. 

I regret the subject has been so inefticiently dealt 
with in thisessay. It is an important subject, anda large 
field remains untouched ; there is embryotomy and the 
use of instruments in difficult cases ; these, and some of 
the points I have touched upon in this paper offer you 
plenty of material for a good discussion which I hope for. 
Sincerely thanking you for your kind attention I leave 
the subject now in your hands. 


DIscussIon. 
_ Mr. Bonp, after thanking the essayist for his very 
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tell which way will be successful until tried, but when 
successful it is considered a feather in one’s cap. Breech 
presentations used to be considered the most difficult, 
but now they are not. With regard to removing the 
placenta, there was an old idea that in the cow if it did 
not come off at once it would do so on the 3rd, 6th, or 
9th day. In mares decomposition was so very rapid 
that early removal was desirable, but in his opinion it is 
generally best to thoroughly disinfectthe womb and leave 
it alone. 

Mr. PENHALE (Barnstaple) said he wished to congratu- 
late his cousin on his choice of a subject of every day 
practice, and on his giving such a full and explicit paper 
thereon. His experience coincided in many instances 
with the essayist’s, whose observations on twisted womb 
were very accurate. He had been successful in rolling, 
but agreed with Mr. Bond that it was experimental. 
Whenever possible he got the patient into a long barn 
or shippen, and after tying the legs in the usual manner 
rolled the animal from one end to the other ; if this was 
not successful he rolled back again and this usually had 
the desired result. Dropsy of the womb was fairly 
frequent, but his experience proved that very little aid 
can be rendered, the case usually going against us. 
Moon calves sometimes offered fearful obstacles to 
delivery, especially if transverse, necessitating the divid- 
ing of the vertebre. If end on they were not so trouble- 
some. He quite agreed that it was practically inipossi- 
ble to return the uterus of a sow if the inversion was 
complete ; not only was the sow a very restless patient 
but the constriction of the vulva was too great to be 
overcome. Amputation was the only thing to be done, 
but the chances of a successful termination were remote. 
Breech presentations varied considerably, some being 
easy, whilst others constituted some of the most difticult 
cases with which we have to contend. 

Mr. Parsons said he quite disagreed with Mr. Bond 
with regard to the placenta in mares. In his opinion it 
should be removed as early as possible, cudele within 
24 hours, and the uterus well washed out. He also dis- 
agreed with the statement that breech presentations 
were now considered easy. <A decided breech presenta 
tion in a mare, that is to say one where the foetus is well 
driven back into the pelvis, is certainly one of the most 
difticult to be met with. With regard to returning the 
uterus of the sow, he never knew a sow live after the 
operation, although mares frequently did, and cows 
generally. We cannot be too careful, in all cases of par 
turition, in the use of a liberal quantity of disinfectant, 
and he knew of no better than the old fashioned 
solution of perchloride of mercury, (1 in 2,000, or 1 in 


| 3,000.) 


Mr. Perry said he always believed in moving the 
placenta from the mare at once, and of the cow within 
two days ; he thanked Mr. Penhale for his paper. 

Mr. Davie said he always removed the placenta from 
the mare at once, if possible. He hoped Mr. Penhale 
would have said something about rupture of the peri 
neum, as he had been called to several cases of that 
nature. ' 
Mr. THorBuRn said he had listened to the paper with 
the utmost pleasure ; his experience of amputation of 
the uterus had been of a more satisfactory character 








interesting and practical paper, said parturition was 
quite easy to talk about, but when one was called out in | 
the middle of the night and found that all the farm | 
ands were absent and very little help to be obtained, it | 


assumed a very different aspect. Torsion of the womb/a late ho 
essayist. ! 
would remind them that the profession was by no means 
agreed upon the subject, either here or In Germany, 


was very common, but until about 30 years ago its 
treatment was not attempted ; McGillivray, of Banff, 
appeared to be the first to discover that it could be re- | 


th 
of animals either died or were ki 


uced by rolling, and enabled us to prove the value of | although most of 

€ expert to the agriculturist ; prior to this thousands | many mmer 
fied. Rolling, to a cer-| with an antiseptic, and waiting. 

taln extent, was experimental, that is to say you cannot | case of rupture of the uterns a + 


than that of some of the previous speakers, having had 
several successful cases. He believed in removing the 
placenta from the mare as soon as possible, 

Mr. DuNSTAN said he would not detain them at such 
ur, but desired to most cordially thank the 
With regard to the placenta in the mare, he 


us here advocated its early removal, 
thoroughly syringing the womb 
’ He had an interesting 
hort time ago, interest- 


recommended 
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ing because the patient recovered without taking the 
least notice of it. The rupture, av extensive one quite 
16 inches; was situated at the top of the uterus. The 
removal of putrid fretal membrane was often a very 
dangerous operation, but those who practised it regu- 
larly seemed to become immune to blood poisoning. He 
was sorry to say he himself was very susceptible to its 
ill effects in spite of all the precautions he had taken to 
prevent it; he should be glad if anyone could advise 
him on the matter. 

Mr. STABLEFORTH said he did not like being in too 
much hurry to remove the placenta from the mare ; he 
had on more than one occasion seen considerable hemor- 
rhage follow when attempted too early, and it was his 
yractice to wait from 6 to 12 hours. In two cases of 

reech presentation, on attempting tu push the foetus 
forward so as to get at the legs, the womb had ruptured. 
He had recently been called to a mare, which was about 
ten days off her time, but was shewing every symptom 
of foaling ; the membranes although not ruptured, were 
protruding, and had been so for hours. On examina- 
tion he found the os fully dilated, and decided to de- 
liver the mare; he did this successfully, and to the 
owner’s great delight the foal proved to be alive. 
Shortly afterwards, however, the whole of the uterus 
popped out, preceded by violent pains, be removed the 
cleansing and returned the uterus but the mare died ; 
he should like to have the opinion of the members as to 
whether he did right or wrong in delivering the mare. 

Mr. Ascort said that in his opinion Mr. Stablefortb 
did quite right in delivering the mare. 

Mr. GrBBInGs said he believed in removing the mare’s 
placenta as quickly as possible, although as Mr. Stable- 
forth had pointed out there was some danger of hemor- 
rhage. He had found linseed tea most useful in difti- 
cult cases of parturition, and it was his practice to pump 
in a considerable quantity of this before attempting 
delivery. Breech presentations in mares were undoubt- 
edly very difficult cases ; to ampntate at the hips, as 
taught by a celebrated Professor, was easier to say than 
dv. Mr. Pollock had invented some instruments which, 
although he (the speaker) had not used them, seemed 
to be very practical. The écraseur would cut throngh 
the strongest vertebre with ease, and the embryotome 
(exhibited) for severing legs etc. was an excellent instru- 
ment. Heshould like to ask Mr. Penhale whether he 
had ever used the chain saw which he exhibited. He 
(the speaker) had attempted to do so but it invariably 
jammed before getting half ay through the bone, and 
was therefore, in his opinion, useless. Referring to Mr. 


Stableforth’s case he quite agreed the course adopted 


was the right one. 


_ Mr. PENHALE having replied, a very successful meet- 
ing terminated with cordial votes of thanks to the essay- 


ist and to the retiring President. 


It was arranged to hold the summer meeting at 


T; 
aunton. 
WituiaM Ascort, //on. See. 





NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting took place at the Douglas Hotel, 
Newca-tle-on-Tyne, on Friday, March 2. The following 
members and others were present: Messrs. J. Davidson, 
President, G. Elphick, C. Elphick, and J. Rankin, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne ; F. Pickering, Hexham; G. R. 
Dudgeon, Sunderland ; Scott, Morpeth; W. Lawson, 
Rothbury ; N. Irvin, North Shields; TT. Kilburn, 
Warkworth ; G. Craik, Alnwick; Capt. McDougall, 


A.V.D., Newcastle, and E. R. Gibson, Hon. See., Sea- 


ham Harbour. 





Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Professor Dewar and Mr. Henry Hunter. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read. 

A communication was read from the Central V.M.A. 
re expert evideuce by Inspectors of the R.S.P.C.A. 
It was proposed by Mr. Elphick, and seconded by Mr, 
Dudgeon, that the North of England Association give 
the Central Association their cordial support in bringing 
the matter before the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons. 

A cireular from the Sanitary Institute re their 
Annual Congress was left for consideration at next 
meeting. 

A communication from the Yorkshire V.M.A. 7 a 
veterinary appointment under the Cardiff Corporation 
was discussed at some length. It was proposed and 
carried that we support the Yorkshire Association in the 
attitude they have taken in the matter. At the same 
time it was the feeling of the meeting that the responsi- 
bility for accepting subordinate positions under Medical 
Officers of Health and laymen rests with individnal 
members of the veterinary profession. 

Two members, Messrs. A. Gofton and J. B. D. Vine, 
wrote resigning membership owing to their having left 
the district. The resignations were accepted with ex- 
pressions of regret. 

Messrs. J. Gorron, North Shields, and J. B. Nispert, 
of Fence Houses, who were proposed at last meeting as 
Honorary Members of the Association, were unani- 
mously elected. 

Messrs. Scort, of Morpeth, and WIixson, of Yarm, 
were elected members of the Association. 

Mr. C. Exvpuick, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, was propo ed 
and seconded as a member. 

The Secretary was instructed to write a letter of con- 
dolence to the family of the late J. E. Peele, F.R.C.V.5. 
of Durham, who was one of the original members o! 
the North of England V.M.A. 

Mr. Davipson read his report on the meeting of the 
Lancashire Association ve Parliamentary Representation. 

A communicatton was also read from the Lancashire 
Association on the same subject : Messrs. Davidson and 
Gibson were appointed to represent the Association on 
the proposed Parliamentary Representation Committee. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. J. Davipson, M.R.C.V.S., Neweastle. 


Gentlemen,—-Permit me in the first place to tender 
you my most sincere thanks for the honour you have 
done me in electing me your President for the ensuing 
year. I donot enter upon the dnties of this important 
office without feelings of diftidence, for I am fully com 
scious that many more able and worthy men could have 
been chosen ; however, since it has been your pleasure 
to thus honour me, I hope, with your loyal support and 
forbearance, to get through my period of office without 
unduly prejudicing the interests of this .\ssociation, 
which we all have so much at heart. 

Our Association has, during recent years, thanks t 
the efforts of our various presidents and the untiring 
zeal of our worthy Secretary, grown and prospered, 
has been fulfilling the purposes for which it has formes 
but Ido not think the most optimistic amongst US oo 
deny that there is yet room for still further erowth oe 
development. In my opinion our meetings are = 
numerously attended as we could reasonably expe 
and [ fear it must be said that the worst attenders ar 
those members who reside in Newcastle and Its a 
mediate vicinity, and were it not for those members 
come from a distance, some a considerable distance, 7 
who scarcely ever miss attending a meeting, I fear ¢ 2 
Association would soon cease to exist. Surely there * 
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something wrong when sucha state of affairs obtains in 
an Association such as ours, which was originally 
formed for such worthy purposes. : 

It is pleasing to note that we as a profession continue 
to make progress, not only from a scientific point of 
view, but in the eyes of the public, who after all are 
pretty shrewd judges. There are unmistakable signs 
that the horse and stockowners of this country are be- 
coming more and more alive to the fact that the veteri- 
nary surgeon has proved himself an expert, not only in 
administering to sick animals, but also in advising as 
to their purchase, feeding, and general management, 
and the only man who is capable of satisfactorily dis- 
charging these duties. 

There are many other duties for which, owing to our 
training and experience, we are peculiarly adapted, and 
which [am sorry to say are not so universally dis- 
charged by members of our profession as we should 
desire, but here again signs are not absent that the 
powers that be are gradually awakening to their re- 
sponsibilities. 

We have recently been hearing a great deal about ours 
being a decaying profession and vice versa. Time alone 
will prove who is right. It cannot be denied that elec- 
trical and other/forms of mechanical haulage are dis- 
lacing a large number of horses, especially from our 
oo towns, yet there are many new openings and old 
ones which may be more fully developed, which will at 
any rate in a large measure compensate for the loss ; 
and if we will only be trne to ourselves and strive to 
make ourselves thoroughly competent to discharge all 
the various duties which come within the province of a 
veterinary surgeon, and remember that each man will 
get out of his profession jnst what he puts into it, then 
I think we may be justitied in anticipating a bright 
future for our calling. 

The question of Parliamentary representation which 
has recently been re-opened by the progressive Lanca- 
shire Association, is one of which the importance can- 
not well be over-estimated, and which has aroused an 
immense amount of enthusiasm in the profession as wit- 
nessed at a meeting held in Manchester last month. 
Although the question is surrounded by many difficul- 
ties I cannot think any of them are insurmountable, 
provided we all unite and make up our minds that the 
thing shall be accomplished. That Parliamentary repre- 
sentation would be productive of much good to our pro- 
fession I think admits of no doubt. 

The late case of Simmonds v. Sheather brings forcibly 
home to us all the great responsibilities which attach to 
one of our most important and difficult duties, viz., the 
examination of horses for soundness. The great diver- 
sity of opinion expressed by the expert witnesses in this 
case must make it very difficult for the ordinary ob- 
server to give them all credit for being honest. lam 
convinced in my own mind that this marked difference 
of opinion in this and similar cases is productive of 
much harm to our calling, and might in a great measure 
be obviated, if only we would be a little more circum- 
spect and less positive on points which may be open 
to two opinions. Mr. Sheathor deserves the thanks of 
the whole profession for so pluckily fighting the case, 
and gaining a memorable victory. This case no doubt 


only to himself, but to the whole profession. Few, if 
any, of our members may aspire to rise to such an 
eminence in their calling, but we can all endeavour to 
bring not our calling into disgrace or ridicule, which, like 
honour reflect themselves more or less on each individual 
member of our profession. 


_[t was proposed by Mr. Craik and seconded by Mr. G. 
Elphick, that the President be accorded a most hearty 
vote of thanks for his excellent address. 


SOME ABNORMAL CONDITIONS FOUND IN 
THE VAGINA AND UTERUS OF THE HEIFER 
AND COW. 

By Geo. Crark, M.R.C.V.S., Alnwick. 


Before coming to the subject proper I may say that 
there are abnormal conditions of the vulva which some- 
times claim our attention, but from its situation, any- 
thing affecting it is usually of a temporary nature and 
soon disappears after treatment. Mr. Gilruth mentions 
a case of epithelioma of the vulva, but I have never seen 
one, and it is, I think, very uncommon. (Edema of the 
vulva is frequently met with in affections of the vagina, 
or is due to wounds from external causes. It also ap- 
pears in the condition locally called “ Ting,” which is a 
form of erythema, and very often disappears before the 
veterinary surgeon can attend. The vulva becomes in- 
volved, too, in rupture of the perineum, the result of a 
difficult calving. 

The vagina is usually examined by exploring with the 
hand, or by the use of the speculum and flash light, 
which [ now show you. 

The most uncommon affection of the vagina is 
vaginitis. This has been divided into acute, cronpal, 
chronic, and contagious vaginitis. 

I have never seen a case of croupal vaginitis, but the 
acute form is common, occurring as the result of external 
injury, of strain and bruising due to painful and protrac- 
ted labour, of retention of feetid afterbirth, or of too 
strong uterine injections. 

The symptoms are swelling of the vulva, usually 
straining, a discharge of mucns or of a muco-purulent 
nature, varying in colour. The parts are hot, the tem- 
perature is increased and the patient becomes irritable 
and is sometimes off its food and usually shows pain 
when urinating. Examination shows the mucous mem- 
brane to be excoriated, and ulceration is often present. 
The treatment is removal of afterbirth if due to this 
cause, or of any irritant causing the condition. Sooth 
ing injections of warm water containing an antiseptic 
such as boracie acid, should be used. I am fond of 
using a little new milk in addition, as it seems to soothe 
the membrane; opium infusion is also very useful. 
After the excessive irritation has disappeared, injections 
of any antiseptic such as sulphate of zine, crevlin, 
chinosol. or biniodide of mercury well diluted may he 
used with gocd results. Packing with antiseptic gauze 
or wool has been advocated as good treatment, but when 
straining is present these dressings are difticult to apply 
with effect. : 
Chronic vaginitis is often sec ondary to the acute form, 





will establish a precedent and define the responsibility 
of an honest opinion. 

_ During the past year one of our members has been 
singled ont for a mark of Royal favour, I refer to 
our most brilliant and illustrious member, Sir John | 
M‘Fadyean. Weall rejoice at this honour, and more so | 
When we think how richly deserving is the recipient | 
Woose whole career has been a series of brilliant achieve- | 
ments which have made his fame world-wide and gained 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the John, ina sneech at the banquet given to celebrate 


owner is ont of pocket even if the 
or him the respect and honour of the scientific world. cessful. 


¢ honour, most graciously said it was an honour not: found in breeding animals, t 


or is the result of some deep-seated lesions of the gent 
tal organs. Straining is not always present ; the dis- 
charges appear at irregular intervals and are usually ot 
a muco-purulent nature, If we have to treat a valuable 
breeding animal, astringents and antisepties are used, 
but in ordinary cases it is sometimes wise to fatten for 
the butcher, as recovery is often prolonged and the 
treatment 1s suc- 


Contagious vaginitis (ol bull burn) whee condition 
‘ ‘ansmitted by copulation. 
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The cause, so far as I know, is unknown, but the disease 
is very troublesome. The symptoms are the same as in 
the acute form, and it is easily diagnosed as contagious 
from the fact that several cows, which have been served 
by the same bull, are affected at the same time. 

The symptoms may appear a few days after service, 
and general constitutional disturbance takes place. On 
examination the vagina is found to be inflamed and 
sensitive, with a vesicular eruption followed by suppura- 
tion. 

I know no dressing so good as Condy’s fluid, and this 
should be used for injecting the dull at the same time. 
I hardly need remind you that when a bull is infected 
he should be prevented from serving for at least three 
months. The cows should also pass the period of 
cestrum before serving, after they are completely re- 
covered. 

Prolapse of Vagina.--This condition is frequently 
found in cows before calving. They are usually fat, 
over-fed animals, and after calving the condition dis- 
appears. 

The treatment consists in keeping the hind extremi- 
ties well packed up, and this is best arranged by sinking 
the ground at the front of the stall, so that the hind 
parts may be considerably higher than those in front. 
After reduction is effected, a clamp should be app ied ‘to 
the vulva as, when protruding, the vagina is apt to be 
rubbed by the tail or to come in contact with the floor 
of the byre when the animal is in a recumbent position. 

Imperforate Vagena.—This condition I have most 
frequently found to be congenital, but it is also due to 
accidents, the most common of which is difficult labour. 
It is usually seen in heifers, 15 months old or morg,and 
has been called “ white heifer disease,” as most’ cases 
occur in white or light roan animals. I cannot say why 
animals of this colour should be the victims, butyl am 
sure anyone practising in a district where heifers are 
grazed will support me when I say that the condition-is 
seldom found in a red heifer. 

The symptoms are straining, passage of small feces 
and small quantities of urine, colicy pains, @oss of 
appetite, generally accompanied by a tucked {ip and 
wasting appearance. The best examination is made per 
rectum, as in young animals the vagina is narypw, and 
the patient is apt to rebel agai: st any interference. On 
examination in this way the uterus and vagina are found 
enlarged, in some cases to an enormous extent, the swel- 
ling containiny: fluid, but no fcetus. 

Some veterinarians seem to think lightly of this, but 
I must confess that my experience has led me to think 
otherwise. 

The treatment adopted is that of piercing the septuin 
at the most projecting part with a large sized trocar, 
when any quantity of fluid from half a gallon to as much 
as four gallons may escape. If possible a good sized 
sponge tent should be inserted to make an_ artificial 
orifice and removed in a few days, and the animals fat- 
tened as soon as possible for the butcher. 

It is most important that the hands and instruments 
should be thoroughly clean, as pyo-metritis is apt.to 
follow the operation. When the artificial sinus is not 
kept open the condition is apt to recur after the animal 
has passed a few periods of cestrnm. __ 

Tumours of Vagina and Uterus.—Cases of tumour 
occur, but I think not so frequently as in the human 
subject, and from their situation and the surroundings 
of the patient it would be difficult to attempt some of 
the many wonderful exhibitions of surgery which the 
modern surgeon has “reduced to a fine art,” if you will 
allow me to use the term. Tumours in the uterus do 
occur, but are difficult to locate except at the time jof 

regnancy, when they are apt to interfere with the de- 
Seay of the foetus. 

In the vagina they are more easily found either by 

the hand or by the use of the speculum. When fibrous 














or fatty the tumours most commonly seen in the vagina 
may be easily removed, and as these are often peduncu- 
lated and clearly defined a good long ecraseur is the best 
instrument for their removal. When the tumours seem 
to be embedded in the walls of the vagina, often a simple 
incision over them enables the operator to enucleate them 
by means of the fingers. 

Carcinoma or sarcoma affecting the uterus is occasion- 
ally met with, and I have found what appeared to mea 
tubercular mass involving the ovaries, but my know- 
ledge of pathology does not lead me to emphasise this 
condition as being common, although tubercular disease 
in other parts of the viscera has convinced me that it 
does occur. 

A few weeks ago I was called to a most interesting 
case of fatty tumour in a pedigree shorthorn cow (second 
calf) which has been a prominent prize winner at the 
larger shows f r three years. Naturally you will con- 
clude she is very fat and fleshy. After the birth of her 
second calf a mass of what the herdsman called fat pro- 
truded at the vulva. This he replaced. About a week 
after my assistant attended, as the cow was straining- 
and he found a large mass pressed against the os uteri- 
I removed it by means of the ecraseur the following day. 
This was easily done, as there was quite a neck at the 
attachment to the mucous membrane. Frequent 
douches with chinosol were given, and a good recovery 
followed. The tumour was four pounds in weight, and 
from its being pressed against the os seemed to be pre- 
venting the natural discharges of the uterus. 

Abscesses iu the vagina and vulva sometimes occur 
as the result of accidental injury or difficult calving, 
but they usually burst and give way to ordinary treat- 
ment. 

Occlusion of the Cervix Uteri.—-This, I think, fre- 
quently occurs in cows, and is a common cause of 
sterility. The terms “induration” and “scirhus” have 
been used, due no doubt to the elasticity of the cervix 
being destroyed, but I prefer the term “occlusion,” as 
the opening is often practically occluded. I have found 
it in animals at ealving, both cows and heifers. The 
latter usually require time until the os dilates, but in 
some cases in the cow after local treatment, such as 
belladonna and cocaine pessaries have been tried without 
success, there is nothing left but to dilate the cervix by 
incision, and providing the tissues are healthy the con- 
sequences are not very serious. Of course, fatal haemor- 
rhage and also peritonitis may occur as a sequel. 
successful delivery and recovery is the result, the 
animal should be fattened and sent to the butcher. 

I should like to refer to a form of partial ovclusion 
found in sterile animals, due to injury either at a pre- 
vious calving or to accidental injury to the os uteri at 
some other period. I give you two cases in_ illus- 
tration. 

A roan shorthorn cow reported unthrifty two months 
ago calved last August and has never been seen 10 
cestrum since. This cow calved inthe field and, as she 
showed straining, | was called in and found a tear at 
the cervix. After treatment the cow apparently re- 
covered and, as far as | was concerned, was lost sight 
of. I found on my second attendance, a slight muco- 
purulent discharge and, on examination by the spect 
lum and flash light, the os uteri was found to be con- 
tracted and the vagina behind it bleeding from streteh- 
ing the parts with the speculum, the mucous mel 
brane being thin and tender. I tried to pass a common 
catheter through the os, but failed. I was, however, 
able, after removing the speculum, to insert a very fine 
sponge tent about «n inch through it. After two days, 
I found I could get a much larger sponge tent insert 
and on removing this in four days time, I could insert 
three fingers well into the os. There was then. — 
copious discharge of a muco-purulent nature which, after 
a few injections of Chinosol, has now disappeared. 44° 
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cow is thriving, putting on flesh, and we hope, when 
warmer weather comes, that she will show her period 
of vestrum and be put to the bull. 

The other case is that of a pedigree shorthorn cow 
whose first three calves brought over 2000 guineas to go 
abroad. After the third calf, at each period of cestrun 
she strained so much that the vagina became prolapsed, 
and ultimately protruded so much that it became con- 
gested, and was the size of a football. I got it returned 
successfully, but she again pressed the vagina out and, 
being rubbed by the tail, it became much congested up 
to the os uteri, and bled profusely. After reduction, 
the cow was put un low diet, a pit was dug for her fore 
parts to stand in, her hind parts were raised, and ropes 
applied as a truss. This prevented any recurrence, but 
for 18 months, although put regularly to the bull, she 
never held. I called in Mr. Clement Stephenson as con- 
sultant, and by theaid of the speculum we were enabled 
to see that the os was quite hardened, and nothing larger 
than a match stick could penetrate the canal. After 
whittling a sponge tent very fine, we managed to insert 





the womb to rotate. It is necessary to have both the 
hind and fore limbs well fixed in the side lines so as to 
move the animal easily and quickly from one side to 
another, 

Inversion of the Uterus.—This may be partial or com 
plete. It is not uncommon in some old cows to find the 
os uteri nearly protruding through the vulva before 
calving when the stall slopes very much behind, causing 
the abdominal viscera to press the uterus backwards. 
A change of position is often all that is necessary to place 
the womb in its normal position. In complete inversion, 
u.¢., When the body of the womb is ejected through the 
os uteri; we have a more serious condition. In the 
early stage it may be returned easily, but often the 
veterinary sargeon is called in a few hours after inver 
sion has taken place, and he finds the animal lying in a 
filthy byre, with its womb nearly the size of a decently 
large paunch, congested, and dirty, and dry on the sur 
face. Often the afterbirth is adkerent, and may origin 
ally have been the cause of straining and displacement. 
The reduction of an organ such as I have described is 
If the animal is recumbent it 









ita short way into the os, repeating this treatment every | anything but pleasant. 
third day until a very large one nearly disappeared alto-! saves much trouble : if not, it is wise to wrap the womb 
gether. A copious discharge now took place and, after | ina wet cloth and cast the cow carefully with the side 
washing, and allowing the cow to pass two periods of | lines, although I always try first to return it in the 
estrui, she was put to the bull, and she is now the | standing position, if possible, as it is sometimes a help 
proud mother of three very fine heifers in three succes- | getting the cow to place her fore extremities in a declin 
sive years. jing position. Unless the cow is very weak and likely 
Conditions, such as I have described, are, | think, | to collapse, I always give chloroform before returning. 
common ; and the cause of sterility and its removal by | This prevents the expulsive efforts of the animal, and so 
the veterinary surgeon is one which opens out a.| lessens the danger of rupture which you must all have 
further field of usefulness in the treatment of pedigree | experienced in replacing a large congested womb. Before 
stock. ‘returning the parts should be well washed in tepid 
Torsion of the Uterus.—I believe this is practically un-| water and creolin and a clean wet sheet placed below 
known in the pregnant human female. Although not com-| and around the womb. Pressure should be gentle but 
mon in the lower animals, it is more frequently found in | steady, and it is wonderful how quickly the difficulties 
the cow than in any other animal. Many reasons have | can be surmounted and the uterus returned to its nor- 
been shown for.its ocenrrence in the cow, the principal | mal situation if the operat r is only persevering and 
being the position of the uterus, which is practically sus-| careful. After reduction I always place a West’s clamp 
pended in the ligaments and consequently its move-|on the vulva and pack the cow up high behind and, as 
ment is to some extent guided by the surrounding |a sedative, give a liberal dose of Chloral hydrate. If 
organs. Thus the causes of torsiun-—such as slipping,| the uterus should be torn, or if peritonitis occur as 
sudden movements, tympany—may be explained. ithe result of contact with the air and foreign bodies, 
The symptoms are not often clear, especially if the! the case is seldom a successful one, but in cows it is 
surgeon is called in after the calving pains have sub-| wonderful how they recover, even after a state of ap 
sided. At first there is the sign of calving, in colicky | parent collapse before the organ is returned. When it 
pains a d straining, yet no “ water bag” appears. After | is found difficult to return, amputation has been advo 
atime these symptoms may entirely disappear, and the | cated, but I need not remind you that this should be a 
animal start feeding, and the veterinary surgeon may | last resort. As a recurrence is liable at next calving, it 
be deluded into thinking it has been a false pain. In|is not wise to continue breeding from an animal which 
afew hours, sometimes in a day or two, the pains} has once had inversion of the uterus. — 
re-appear, and, on examination, torsion is found. This} Laceration and Rupture.—Laceration of the uteri 
Shows how necessary it is to examine carefully at first. | usually occurs from difficult labour at the time of cals 
On passing the hand into the vagina it is found to take | ing, but I think it is more common to find lacerations in 
a twist, and there is only space for a finger or two|the vagina from this cause. The symptoms are not 
to follow what seems to be a spiral canal along the | usnally marked until some time after delivery, but, unless 
Vagina, as we find in complete torsion of the uterus. | very slight, they may soon be followed by metritis, or 
Vhen partial torsion takes place, the hand can usually | septic infection. Before parturition there may occu 
¢ passed along the passage, the cervix uteri being only | rupture of the uterus, due to thinning of the uterine 
slightly twisted. In partial twist the treatment is/ wall, to the womb being in contact with a putrifying 
simple. The animal is’ east carefully with the side | fuctus, or to blows or falls which cause injury to the 
lines where there is plenty of room. The operator then | exterior of the abdomen, but the most common catise 
passes the arm well along the passage if possible, until | are excessive contraction at the time of delivery, ab 
the fetus can be grasped, and directs the helpers to| normal presentation, and want of, or inability to take 
sway the body to and fro until the womb can be turned | proper care in reducing the dystokia. 
lnto a straight position. In complete twist the prog-| If the rupture is complete, 7c. through all the re a 
Hosis 1s not so certain, but patience and perseverence | the uterus, and very extensive, then It Is wget ete ps 
Soften rewarded. I expect you will ask which is the|the expulsive efforts of the animal Nec yF ee oh 
St way to rotate the body—from or tothe twist. I have | signs of pain, arching of the back, laboured a a 
ad several successful cases, and I keep rotating in a|the animal moaning, the mouth open, and on 
ew manner until [ find the uterus in a normal posi- discharging freely from op —. ha oor ones S » 
ou, and I don’t think there is any fixed position to| rupture may be discovered by the hand. fhe | 
adopt, any more than to keep the animal’s hind extremi- | weak if there is much hemorrhage, and the animal pecs 
ties on the higher ground and wait until the other abdo-|dies from exhaustion. The other complications Ny r 
minal organs are so displaced as to leave more room for | hernia of the intestines, metritis, and peritonitis ; all o 
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these being serious recovery seldom takes place. When 
the rupture is not large the treatment adopted is cold 
water over the loins to stimulate contraction of the 
womb, a wet antiseptic swab well packed and held in the 
uterus, and liberal doses of chloral hydrate or opium. 
Irrigations are unsafe, as if the rupture is on the floor of 
the vagina or womb there is the danger of their escape 
into the abdominal cavity. 

From their position, suturing these ruptures is out of 
the question, except when in the vagina and very near 
the vulva, but I prefer to leave matters alone, as inter- 
ference often does more harm than good. 

While on the subject of rupture I may mention a 
common form, viz., rupture into the rectum caused by 
the feet of the calf being misdirected and pressed to- 
wards the sacrum of the mother. Although occasionally 
occurring in the cow it is, I think, more commonly seen 
in the mare. The feet are often found protruding into 
the rectum, and in many cases through the anus. 

When discovered early it may be possible to push 
back the parts and deliver by the vagina. The vulva 
and rectum should be emptied as much as possible and 
well washed, and if accessible the parts should be brought 
together by suture. Opiates should be given and the 
animal kept quiet, antiseptic lotions freely used and an 
occasional laxative given to prevent constipation. At 
the same time the patient should be kept on low diet. 
I have seen one or two good recoveries, but occasionally 
the communication between the vagina and rectum be- 
comes permanent. 

Metritis or Puerperal Fever.—This disease is one of 
the most difficult to treat and is a frequent cause of 
anxiety to the surgeon in attendance. It receives many 
names and has been classified into a great number of 
varieties according to the different structures involved, 
but for all practical purposes I think we may divide it 
into endo or muco-metritis, metro-peritonitis and puer- 
peral septicemia. The causes are similar. Of course 
the first is that the animal is ina parturient state, as 
metritis is seldom seen in the cow except at the time of 
calving. The chief causes are septic infection, injury to 
the uterus in extracting the calf, retention of the after- 
birth, infection from wounds as seen after inversion of 
the organ. A frequent predisposing cause 1s exposure to 
cold and wet in public markets, insanitary byres, etc. 

Muco-metritis is the simplest form, involving the 
mucous layer of the uterus and usually occurring from 
the second to the eighth day after calving. The tem- 
perature is increased, constitutional disturbance is ob- 
served by loss of appetite and constipation, the secretion 
of milk is interfered with, and there is often paddling 
of the hind feet. Examination of the womb should be 
made at once to remove any parts of the afterbirth pre- 
sent, and a good antiseptic solution of warm water and 
carbolic acid or creolin used, while febrifuges and seda- 
tives such as salicylate of soda, quinine, and chloral, 
should be given, warm drinks of oatmeal gruel, linseed 
tea, sloppy bran, and a low diet generally be pre- 
scribed. 

In metro-peritonitis and puerperal septicemia these 
symptoms are exaggerated, the animal often stands 
heaving, with back arched and the abdominal muscles 
fixed. Often, too, the abdomen is large and rounded, 
and dull and hard on percussion. The pulse is thready, 
and the temperature very high, and a characteristic 
discharge is found oozing from the vulva. In puerperal 
septicemia this is of a chocolate colour, and it has a 
most offensive smell by which, to anyone who has seen 
a case, the condition is easily diagnosed. On exainina- 


tion the womb is hot; sensitive and swollen, and much 
reddened in colour. 

The course of the disease is rapid, death or convales- 
cence occurring in three or four days. In the mare it is 
most fatal, but in the cow recovery is often the reward 
of painstaking treatment. 


Frequent douching with 





warm antiseptic injections of carbolic acid, creolin, pip. 
iodide of mercury, or chinosol are the favourite rene. 
dies. Many use corrosive sublimate which is perhaps 
the best antiseptic, but it seems to leave the parts dry 
and hot, and causes straining —a condition not to be 
desired if the parts are to be at rest. Hot blankets ove 
the abdomen, and the sedatives and febrifuges befor 
mentioned are the remedies most frequently used, and jf 
the pulse is weak doses of aromatic spirit of ammonia 
or some other diffusible stimulant should be given. 

Purgatives must never be given in any case of metritis, 
When convalescence takes place, more nutritious food 
may be given, and vegetable tonics such as gentian and 
nux vomica accompanied by doses of iron tonics usually 
hasten recovery. As the condition is highly contag. 
ious, the veterinary surgeon, after examining his 
patient, should thoroughly disinfect his arms and 
hands before operating on or examining another par. 
turient animal, so as to prevent re-inoculation. 

Retention of the afterbirth—This condition is s 
common that it is not necessary to describe the symp- 
toms or the methods used for its removal. It is more 
frequently seen in the cow than in any other animal, 
although it is often seen in ewes. No doubt the cow 
and ewe are more liable, separation not occurring so 
quickly from a cotyledonal placenta as in the diffuse 
form seen in the mare and other animals. This ought 
to be considered when applying treatment for its re- 
moval. In the mare the afterbirth should be removed 
as early as possible, in fact I never leave one in the 
womb after the twelfth hour. In the cow, however, | 
find it is not good treatment to remove too early, and 
that time ought to be allowed for the womb to contract 
and the afterbirth to separate. I think the third day 
is abont the most favourable time to remove it, as all 
danger of active hemorrhage has passed ; if the removal 
is delayed longer the os uteri has usually closed and itis 
impossible to get the hand into the womb to unbutton 
the membranes from the cotyledons. Of course in some 
cases rapid decomposition occurs from admission of 
air or from other causes, so that, even in the cow, it is 
necessary to remove the afterbirth early or metritis may 
supervene. 

When called to a case where I think it too early to 
remove the membranes, I usually inject a good antisep- 
tic lotion of Creolin and Chinosol, and leave more to be 
used until I think it safe to take them away. I think 
the cleansing drenches (so-called) consisting of Epsom 
salts and ginger to be a bad form of treatment, as by 
weakening the animal they are more likely to do harm 
than good, and [ cannot see why a purge from the bowel 
should assist contraction of the womb and_ separation 
of the membranes. Some experienced and _successfl 
practitioners advise leaving the afterbirth until the tentl 
or twelfth day when, of course, it becomes fetid and 
suppuration causes separation, but the health of the 
cow often suffers, and recovery is prolonged evel 
when acute metritis or septicemia does not occil. 

Many canses of retention have been advanced, but | 
think the most of them are far-fetched. It is found 
when the cow is apparently healthy, after an ts) 
calving, in good surroundings, and the reverse. _ Mach, 
in fact, is still obseure. I think, however, you will agree 
with me that it is more common in cows which have 


‘alved prematurely than when birth occurred at eo 
proper period. Writers on obstetrics suyyest ‘hink 
remedies, all kinds of drugs being used, but [ thins 


there is nothing so reliable as removal with the hand 


and a liberal supply of antiseptic injections aiterware 

Suppression of the Lochva.—In our north ome Ys 
this is very common in the early spring, due to drauz 
and chills, to turning the animals out to grass too earl 
after they have been kept in a comfortable byre durin: 
calving. 


‘ ‘ on ischarges 
The term “ Lochia” is given to the natural discha 
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which are evacuated from the uterus and vagina after 
parturition. They usually consist of bloody discharges 
or it may be of a serous, sticky nature, but never purn- 
lent. . 

These discharges are usually seen from the seventh 
to the fourteenth day. The animal is off its food, hide 
bound, and often constipated. The secretion of milk 
has decreased, and an increase of temperature is noticed, 
In some cases there is difficulty in rising, while in others 
there is swelling of the joints and lameness as in rheu- 
matism. 

The treatment consists of an aperient, followed by 
vegetable tonics and carbonate of ammonia, the diet 
being nutritive mashes of boiled linseed and bran, hay 
in small quantities and, after a few days, linseed cake, 
bran and crushed oats. A good woollen rug should be 
applied well over the animal. A warm injection con- 
taining boracic acid or Condy’s fluid often assists in 
making a speedy cure. 

Leucorrhewa.—This is a disease affecting the vagina or 
uterus, usually following inflammation of the mucous 
membrane, and occurring after the more acute symp- 
toms have subsided. The discharge is white and sticky, 
and may be mixed with pus. The symptoms are much 
the same as in suppression of the Lochia, viz., loss of 
appetite, general unthriftiness, and a diminished quan- 
tity of milk. It is not uncommon to find it following 
a case of altered lochial discharge, and the injections 
mentioned are equally good in the treatment of leucor- 
rhea. I have already referred to a case with this dis- 
charge being present accompanied by partial occlusion 
of the os. 

When of recent origin, a change of diet, and medicine 
containing vegetable and iron tonics, with injections of 
an astringent and antiseptic nature are usually successful, 
but when of long duration the prognosis is not so 
hopeful. 

[ have now enumerated the more common abnormal 
conditions found in the genital organs, and must tender 
my hearers an apology for the very superficial manner 
in which | have treated the subject. | would remind 
you, however, that the paper was provided at only very 
short notice, as our worthy President was disappointed 
that his essayist was not able to be with us at our meet- 
ing to-day. 

Ina weak moment I consented to get a few notes 
together, and to most of you it will be going over old 
ground. However, I hope we may all derive benefit 
from a good discussion. 


The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Craik for his paper, the discussion of which was ad- 
Journed until the next meeting of the Association. 

E. R. Gipson, //on. See. 





THE “SCRATCHING REFLEX” IN THE D¢ G. | 
The familiar act of scratching executed by the dog 
when the flank is lightly touched has been made the | 
subject of research by Professor C. 8. Sherrington. | 
This reflex movement belongs to a class that he has'| 
termed “Jong spinal reflexes.” In the long reflexes, | 
when the stimulus is applied to the skin of the neck, | 
the fore limb, the trunk, the hind limb, or the tail, the | 
answering movement is not confined to its own regiun 
but affects the muscles supplied by a distant segment of | 
the cord ; whilst when in a reflex reaction the muscular 
response oceurs in the same region as that in which the | 
stimulus is applied the term “short reflex ” is employed. 


The “ scratching reflex” may be most satisfactorily | Dated, March 17. 


hvestigated in dogs (though observable in the cat and | 
the goat) after mid-cervical section of the cord, as the 
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inovements are then much exaggerated. They occur on 
the same side as that on which the stimulus is applied 
and after recovering from the shock of such section can 
be started with an extremely feeble irritation of the 
skin of certain areas of the cervical, thoracic, and abdo- 
minal regions, resembling collectively a saddle. The 
frequency of the rhythm of the scratching depends but 
little, if at all, on the rate at which the stimulus is ap- 
| plied and the reflex is uncrossed, that is, if the left 
flank be stimulated the muscles of the left leg are brought 
into play and vice versd, the side on which the effect is 
woduced being very precisely determined by the middle 
ine of the back as the dividing line of the stimulns. 
If both sides be stimulated simultaneously the reflex 
acts are not bilateral but unilateral, shifting, however, 
after a time from one side to the other. The reflex once 
| initiated will generally continue of itself long after cessa- 
tion of the cutaneous stimulus by which it was evoked, 
and Professor Sherrington has timed it to continne for 
three and a half minutes after the skin stimulus ceased 
to be applied. The reflex is rapidly stilled by gently 
contining the movement of the limb, and he therefore 
concludes that the alternating movements of flexion 
and extension are kept up reflexly by mechanical stimu- 
lation of the afferent nerves of the muscles and joints 
coacerned in the movements. The place to which the 
paw of the scratching limb is approximated by the reflex 
movement distinctly varies with the “locus” of the ap- 
plication of the stimulus; the paw is carried farther 
dorsally when the stimulus is applied more dorsally. 
In his most recent observations, in the Journal of 
Physiology for March, Professor Sherrington finds that 
the scratching reflex of the spinal dog can be elicited by 
electrical as well as by mechanical stimuli, though the 
latter are more effective. In whatever manner they may 
be excited, whether by contact, electricity, or heat, 
the separate flexions of the limb show a frequency of 
about 4°8 beats or contractions per second and graphic 
records taken from time to time over a period of two 
years and three months show little variation in the rate 
and general features of the rhythmic movement. The 
uniformity of the frequency of the “reflex” indepen 

dently of the frequency with which rhythmic stimuli are 
applied shows that there is a rhythmic recurrence of a 
refractory phase, which is profound since the most in- 
tense stimuli altogether fail to break it down. The re- 
fractory phase has its origin in an intraspinal mechanism 

between the central end of the afferent or receptive 
neuron and the central end of the efferent or motor 
neuron. The latent period of the scratching reflex is 

long as compared with other reflexes but its duration 

may be shortened by intensifying the stimulus or with 

a rhythmic stimulus increasing its frequency. Pro- 

fessor Sherrington remarked that it was not clear how 

the scratching reflex, considered as an adaptive re- 

reaction, succeeded in relieving the sentient surface, but 








suggested that it might act by causing rapid and_brief- 
lasting local extinction of the responsiveness of the surface 
at the seat of irritation.—TZhe Lancet. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 
At an Examination for Inspectors of Meat and Other 
Foods held in Sheffield on March 16th and 17th, 1906, 
10 candidates presented themselves. The following 5 


candidates were awarded certificates : 


Auutson, Ricaarp, Hudderstield 
Bennett, Arraur, Lincoln. 

MarFELL, THomas Henry, Huddersfield. 
Russy, SAM STEPHENSON, = 
Saxton, JoserH, Leeds. 


E. Warre WaLLis, Deputy Regestrar, 
Parkes Museum, Margaret Street, London, W. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 tro 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 











































































































_ Foot- | Glanders | Rabies. [. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases ©eP| Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Peg yr, Pweg peg oy Peg ee eee l 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Out- | Slaugh. 
breaks} mals. freak mals. foreaks mals. seal een breaks} breaks. | tered * 
ia are <a. er veer ee Sor Gainey Senn See ie 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Mar.31} 19 | 27] = | 7) 40} foo | 143 
1905... 23 26 18; 30 | 13 16 | 61 
Corresponding week in {1904 .. 19 22 22 | 38 31 21 | 81 
1908 ..} 16 | 23 | 27| 36) | | 2%} 35 | 1% 
Total for 13 weeks, 1906 .. =... | 259 = 361 287 519 | 245] 235 1047 
1905 ..| 278 | 400 289 568 | 547] 155 | 755 
Corresponding period in | 1904 .. | 270 | 370 369 717 | 943 | 320 | 1870 
1908 .. | 204 | 323 303 = 5538 | 1004 353 | 1634 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 3rd, 1906. 
TRELAND. Week ended Mar. 24 | © pee Powe | we = 5 B= a 
1905 ..} 1 ‘} Bay ie 1 6 4 — ee 
Corresponding Week in 1904 .. _ oe oo | oe - 8 - oo OD 5 23 
7 ES aa: PO a res ee ee Pe ee ee eee) F 3 | 1 
| | 
Total for 12 weeks, 1906 2 2 oe | ee 2 | me i - 116 9 214 
1905 «wf 2 | at .. |. | 9 | of. | 2. Pate 19 | 196 
Corresponding period in 1904 .. 2; 2 eo: ae 2 17 es -. | 284 50 | 654 
1903 .. te | owe at one i oe +. | 328 16 | 872 
Epizootic Lymphangitis ; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. ——— 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Mar. 29, 1906. 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
DEATH FROM GLANDERS. | to be killed. Deceased said he thought the horses had 


on — sine ' influenza or colds, and that he had had to rub and 
ne a me See. | poultice them, which made him feel quite bad. He 

At the Croydon Infirmary, on Saturday afternvon, | had, he said, sat up with one till midnight, and the 
Dr. Thomas Jackson, the borough coroner, held an in- | horse either died or was killed, and then he came 
quiry into the circumstances attending the death of | home. He had had to poultice them and rub them 
Joseph Mighall, aged forty-five years, a horsekeeper, | with oils, and give them drinks. Witness’s lodger asked 
lately residing at 6 Cross Road, Croydon, who died , if he thought it was glanders, and the deceased said he 
from glanders. did not think it was anything like that. He did not 

Emma Mighall, the widow, stated that her husband | say that he had been told that there was any danger 10 
was employed by Messrs. Streeter and Co., contractors, | looking after the animals. As far as witness Was 
of Croydon. He had been a butcher all his life, but , aware he had no idea that he was engaged in a very 
had always been used to looking after horses. Heen- dangerous occupation. He did not say he had to use 
joyed good health up to March 8th, whea he was at , disinfectants, and he never smelled of any. The lodger 
work all day. Her husband was accustomed to come asked him whether he thought it was glanders before 
home to his meals, and had been home to dinner that | he was very ill. Witness told him that he might cateh 
day. Between seven and eight o’clock in the evening influenza if the horses had it. Deceased did not take 
he came in and had his supper as usual, and then went much notice of what the lodger said. She had sis 
to bed without complaining of pain. At midnight he children, all living, the eldest 19, and the youngest five 
awoke with pains in his side, which he attributed to years old. Two days before his death Dr. lidley said 
indigestion, having had bacon for supper. It was cold he thought he had blood-poisoning, and that erysipe!* 
boiled bacon. Next day he was not fit to go to work, , had set in in his eyes. Dr. Ridley went away andre 
and as the pains continued witness sent for a doctor, turned with two more medical men— Dr. Richards, the 
who attended him until his death, which took place on | Medical Officer of Health, and another gentleman. They 
the 29th. During the first week of his illness he could said they were afraid that he had caught something 
not eat very well because he was in such pain, and this , from the horses ; this was after asking whether he 1 
continued all the week. He kept to his bed, and the | anything todo with horses. Later on the same Ay: 


doctor saw him nearly every day. At no time did he | witness was informed by Dr. Ridley that it was ~ 
say anything to lead her to suppose that he knew what | ders. He advised her to be very careful, to disinfect 
was the matter with him, but he said he had been | and so forth. _ 
lifting some oats and thought perhaps he had over-| The Coroner: This is a very important case. |? 





esa disease 
a man who 
na mans 


strained himself. He had told her that five or six of , Bill now before Parliament, if 2 man catch 
his employer’s, horses were ill ; this was before he was | like this he will be in the same position as 
ill himself. Some of the animals died, and others had! is killed in an accident. To my mind, whe 
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engaged in such dangerous work as this it is absolutely 
essential that the poor fellow, being ignorant, should be 
informed of the danger and enlightened as much as 
possible. 

In reply to the foreman of the Jury, witness said the 
deceased said he felt quite ill when he poulticed the 
horse a day or two before his illness. 

Jobn Alfred Wild, a retired clerk, lodging with Mrs. 
Mighall, said the deceased was a very strong, healthy 


man. He told witness that his employer had had | 
some bad luck again, two of his horses having died, | 


and three slaughtered. Mighall said he had to look 
after them, and giving them medicine and poulticing 
them made him feel quite sick. He said they had had 
a Veterinary Surgeon, and that if there had been glan- 
ders in the stables they would have been warned and 
had the police round. The deceased further said that 
the stables had been disinfected. Witness understood 
the deceased to mean that the disagreeable nature of 
the job made him feel sick. 

Dr. Harold Meredith Richards, Medical Officer of 
Health for Croydon, deposed that Dr. Ridley called at 
his office on the morning of Wednesday, March 28th, 
and said that he had an obscure case, on which he 
would like witness’s opinion. They went together im- 
mediately and saw the patient, and he came to the con- 
clusion that the case was one of glanders. This they 
confirmed by bacteriological examination, and told Mrs. 
Mighall to disinfect herself, and not to allow any un- 
necessary people into the room. Death took place the 
next day from the effects of glanders, and the body 
was at once removed to the mortnary. 

The Coroner: If Iam in charge of a case of typhoid 
fever, | have to inform you at once. Are Veterinary 
Surgeons under similar regulations ? 

Witness : There is the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act. Such cases are not reported to me, unfortunately. 
Notice, however, has to be given to the Board of Agri- 
culture, and to the Town Clerk. f 

The Coroner said he did not think there was much 
sense in sending to the Town Clerk. 

Dr. Richards went on to say that this was the fourth 
case of glanders he had seen in Croydon in a period of 
four years. He had seen six cases altogether. It was 
not so rare as some people imagined. 


The Coroner said he thought that the moment a case | 


came to the knowledge of the authorities the witness, 
as Medical Officer of Health, should be informed of it. 
Dr. Richards: Yes ; [ do not profess to deal with 
animals, Witness added that glanders was a rather 
obscure disease, and difficult to diagnose, unless it was 
known that the disease was prevalent in a stable. He 


did not think glanders would be included in the pro- | 


visions of the new Workmen’s Compensation Act. 
There were only two diseases to be included—anthrax, 
and another, 

The Coroner said in his opinion glanders should be 
made a notitiable disease when occurring in a human 
subject. 

Dr. Richards added that there were different grades 
and different kinds of glanders. 

Mr. Thrale, Veterinary Inspector for the Borough of 
roydon, remarked that a horse might be infected with 
glanders and not show it for months. 

. Dr. Richards said there,was considerable risk of infec- 
ton In a typical case of glanders, and horse-owners ought 
na to warn their employées of the dangers if there 
the _Tecognised case of glanders, either by doing so 

mselves or throngh their veterinary surgeon. 


oe John Brook Ridley, of Dingwall Road, Croydon, 
pore to being called to Mighall on March 9, and find- 
© im complaining of pains in his side and back, which 
© attributed 


avy weight. 
© was ill, 


toa “rick” through having lifted a too 
__ His temperature did not indicate that 
Witness noticed a slight graze ou the fore-, 


head, and cracks on his hands, and infection could easily 
have been conveyed through either channel. Deceased 
said he supposed he had knocked his forehead some- 
Where. He was of powerful physique. On the fourth 
or fifth day there was a slight rise in temperature, but 
nothing much. The pain, however, did not disappear 
from his back, as it would have done if it had been a 
mere “rick.” The patient lost flesh rapidly, and to- 
wards the second week he was delirious and seemed 
stupid when sp: ken to, but there was nothing to show 
| what he was suffering from. Mighall told him that he 
| was employed at Streeter’s, where the horses had had 
coughs and colds, but he said nothing about glanders, 
or about horses dying or having to be slaughtered. A 
| swelling subsequently appeared on his right ankle, but 
he understood it was due to an injury, and nothing more 
;was thought of it. His condition did not improve, 
| though he could diagnose nothing to account for the 
|symptoms. On the 24th witness noticed one or two small 
|punples on different parts of his body, and the patient 
| seemed more stupid, and in adazed condition, and could 
not sit up. More spots appeared as time went on, but 
witness put them down as ordinary pimples, and on the 
| 28th pustular eruptions appeared on the body, and the 
jeyelids became swollen. He kad the appearance of hav 
\ing small-pox. Witness went to the infirmary and told 
| the dispenser that a man had got glanders, and he told 
| him to go to the Medical Officer of Health. This he 
did and told Dr. Richards that it was an obscure case, 
Witness was under the impression that glanders was a 
notifiable disease. Cultures were taken, and the erup 
tious became more copious and death took place on the 
following night. Witness went promptly to the Medical 
Officer of Health because of the other inmates in the 
house. 

Henry Streeter, of Leslie Park Road, Addiscombe, a 
cartage contractor, said his wife owned a number of 
horses, stabled at the above address. Mr. Thrale had a 
contract to look after the horses. Witness had an out- 
break of iafiuenza six or seven weeks ago, and the ani- 
mals were attended. He did not know how glanders 
got into the stables. A bay gelding was the first to be- 
come ill, anda black mare was the next. Both horses 
| got better, but afterwards died, and on the morning of 
‘the mare’s death he noticed signs of glanders in the 
stables, and sent for Mr. Thrale. Harrisona and Barber's 
;men had come for the mare when the deceased came 
jrunning up to witness and reported that another mare 
i}was bleeding from the nose and mouth. She was 
islaughtered there and then. He did not think the 
}animal had glanders. 
| The Coroner: But you don’t have horses slaughtered 
like a shilling pigeon, do you !—No, sir. I always have 
them killed when they are in pain. Three years ago he 
lost sixteen or eighteen horses through glanders, and it 
nearly ruined his business, and he lost one in December 
last. He first became aware that glanders was in his 
stable on March 7. Witness denied that the deceased 
was a strong man; and he suffered from a lame foot. If 
anything suspicious was noticed abont a horse it was 
put in an isolation box for Mr. Thrale to see. Deceased 
made no complaint, but he was kept away from a sus 
picious animal. No human being caught the disease at 
Christmas. The deceased had been with them twelve 
months. Deceased was not warned of the glanders, not 
advised to disinfect himself, but he always bad disinfec 
tants at his disposal. . 

Mr. Richard Alwyn Thrale, giving evidence, said he 
contracted for medical attendance and inedicine for 
Streeter’s horses. On January 23rd a mare was killed 
and taken to the slaughterhouse and burned, clinical 
symptoms having show 1 it to be a case of glanders. The 
stables after this were disinfected. The police always 
visited stables as well as himself, and witness certified 
that the place had been properly disinfected. Glanders 
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was a very infectious disease, and might lay latent in 
the system for months, or even years. On March 7tha 
bay horse died in a sling, but witness could detect no 
symptoms of glanders. The horse, however, had an 
injury, which might have brought out the glanders. A 
dose of physic would bring glanders to the surface. He 
was astonished to hear that the mare had been slangh- 
tered, as he thought she would recover, but on making 
a post-mortem examination he found that it was infect- 
ed with glanders. He notified the police, the town clerk, 
and the Board of Agriculture, who sent down an inspec- 
tor. They were only lay inspectors, however, Capt. 
So-and-So, ete. 

The Coroner : I suppose they get a fee? 

Witness: Yes, but they do not lay themselves out to 
diagnose disease. (Laughter.) He went on to say that 
two days later two other horses were slaughtered, but 
not through glanders. 

The Coroner: It is very much like small-pox--ineu- 
bates after a fortnight. 

Mr. Thrale said that glanders often took six weeks to 
incubate. In London about one in every two hundred 
horses were glandered, while they all appeared perfectly 
healthy. Horses might look worth £200 or £300 each, 
but with the mallein test they might be found to be 
glandered. Glanders in the incipient stage was not to 
be seen, but on making a post-mortem examination 
tubercles on the lungs were found. There were no 
other clinical signs. He had tested another of Streeter’s 
horses with mallein and found it to be all right. The 
stables were fairly clean, and there wasa disinfectant on 
the floor, while the walls had been whitewashed. It was 
as necessary for horses to have cleanliness as it was for 
human beings. 

The jury, in returning a verdict of death from glan- 
ders, added that they were of opinion that the disease 
should be included in the new Workmen’s Compensation 
Bill, and that it should be notified when occurring in 
human subjects. 

Mr. Streeter said he regretted the death of the 
deceased, whom he had known from boyhood. 





PROVISION FOR SICK OR INJURED 


ANIMALS. 
To the Editor of The Times. 

Sir,—My attention has been called to a circular headed 
“The Animals’ Hospital,” in which an appeal is being 
made for subscriptions to provide veterinary advice and 
nursing for animals whose owners cannot afford to pay 
for them. As one of the statements made in this docu- 
ment is absolutely contrary to fact, calculated to mis- 
lead the charitably disposed, and prejudicial to. the 
interests of institutions which are working for the allevi- 
ation of animal suffering, I trust you will grant me 
sufficient space to contradict it. 

The appeal is justified on the ground that in London 
“no provision has yet been made for the sick and in- 
jured animals of the poor,” and a harrowing picture is 
drawn of the sufferings entailed on such animals through 
the inability of their owners to pay for the services of a 
veterinary surgeon, and of the hardship inflicted on the 
owners themselves when the donkey or pony which aids 
them in earning a livelihood has to be destroyed because 
“ veterinary advice is out of the question.” Now, if the 
persons who have made themselves responsible for this 
appeal had taken the trouble to consult the first coster 
or hawker accidentally met in the streets of London they 
would probably have spared themselves from the dis- 
credit of publishing a statement which is notoriously 
incorrect. There are already in existence in London 

















two institutions at which costers, street hawkers, and all 
really poor persons can obtain, without any charge what- 
ever, the best possible advice regarding their diseased or 
injured animals. The first of these is the Royal Veteri- 
nary College, and it may come as a surprise to those 
who have already been induced to subscribe to the pro- 
posed Animals’ Hospital that nearly 8,000 horses, dogs, 
cats, and other animals belonging to poor — were 
gratuitously treated at the College during the past year. 
When it is added that no expense is spared in the anzs- 
thetics, drugs, and surgical appliances considered neces- 
sary for curing or lessening the suffering of the animals 
which are treated in this department of the college prac- 
tice, it will be seen how entirely unfounded was the 
statement that no provision has yet been made for the 
sick and injured animals of the poor. The second place 
at which persons who are unable to pay for the services 
of a veterinary surgeon may obtain advice regarding 
their diseased animals without any fee is the Brown 
Institution in Wandsworth. There is thus ample pro- 
vision, both in North and South London, for the treat- 
ment of animals belonging to poor persons, and to 
collect money to found and carry on a third institution 
for that purpose would be an abuse of charity.—I am, 

sir, your obedient servant, 
Nicet Kinescore, Chairman of the Governors 
of the Royal Veterinary College, Camden 

Town, N.W. 








PARLIAMENTARY. 





In the House of Commons on Wednesday, March 21. 
Questions not answered orally. 


Mr. Watt,—To ask the honourable Member for 
South Somerset, as representing the President of the 
Board of Agriculture, whether, in view of the fact that 
there are at present 43 lay inspectors in the animals 
division of the departinent who administer the Contag- 
ious Diseases (Animals) Acts, he will give a preference 
to veterinarians for these appointments if he can get 
them on the same terms as the lay inspectors ; and will 
he explain why veterinary surgeons are not appointed 
to those positions. . 

The reply to Mr. Anderson Watt’s question is as fol 
lows :—* The question of the employment of veterinary 
surgeons on the non-professional business which our 1 
spectors are called upon to perform has often been con 
sidered, but experience has shown that, as a rule, they 
are not so well suited to the work as men possessing 
qualifications of a more general character. ‘The non- 
professional inspectors are selected after personal enquiry 
and scrutiny by the President of the Board for the time 
being, and nearly all of them possess a knowledge ot 
have had practical experience of agriculture. 

Monday, April 2. 
PosTaL TRANSMISSION OF CANCER SPECIMENS. — 

Sir W. Fosrer having asked why dead specimens o! 
cancer, preserved in a non-deleterious finid, have been 
declared to be forbidden admittance to the post, and why 
certain specimens, addressed to the Imperial Cane! 
Research Fund, were ordered to be destroyed imue 
diately on their arrival in this country from abroad’: 
whether the absolutely innocuous nature of these sper 
mens, as compared with living cultures of backers, = 
preserved diseased tissues, or pathologica! pe - 
generally, was stated in the inquiries addressed _)) 
General Post Office in 1905 to the French and wes 
postal administrations, and what are the f-rms : Z 
replies received ; and whether > will be taken hich 
Postal Congress to secure the facilities of the post “ 


6 


d all 
vhat- 
ed or 
teri- 
those 
pro- 
dogs, 
were 
year. 
nees- 
eces- 
mals 
prac- 
; the 
- the 
place 
VICES 
rding 
rown 
» pro- 
reat- 
1d to 
ution 
L am, 


ors 
en 


» $1. 


r for 
f the 
t that 
mals’ 
ntag- 
rence 
in get 
d will 


inted 


iS tol 
inary 
ur in- 
) con 
_ they 
ssing 

non- 
qquity 
» time 


ge or 


vs. 

ens vl 
been 
1 why 
‘ancer 
mnie: 
Yr acl ‘ 
spe I 
a, un 
duets 
yy the 
opnial 
af the 
it the 
which 


April 7, 1906 THE 








VETERINARY RECORD 





| Stet ee ar 
yy Z py a - — ag = > 
a < oe a > 
EN ®)\, - > 
e efy— 
< i> ‘ Mes ; 
y se i \.) 
2g ty << —. — b ” ta 
Ay : ‘( <A WK 2 ¢ 
) 
ry E Z / ee, 
+ , lal > 4 Q > ve 
S 4 f ad 4, - 
Ly) « dy, . 4 o% ° 
A - ra \ wo 
- / a Ly* 2) 
ALee ‘ ~\ fF a : 
6s, a “i S Ps VN | MD ‘ if 
1 we! “a re eal at .% ras 
es ene Z ~ 
\ ) 
— wa — 
a” , ™“ y / | 
{| \ 





) LVL: \ 


ABWackealZ= 


——— 








\ 
yy Ain XA . 
yy i HIT} \ — ) 
WF \ ’ 
4 ’ oom < 
‘Horse 
QoOKTOR 











\ : 
we wy _-Z~ & 
=: . SS __=zas = _— \\ NY i ‘ “ 
C= 


< — = =) 
& Piper KovevATaTiovsS CP SoxTops 


F_) 








ee. 














THE FIRST CONSULTATION.—A Suggestion for Mural Decoration in a Medical College. 


[ By permission from Pictorial Comedy, 


are essential to international collaboration, again being 
made available for investigators at home and abroad 
engaged in the study of cancer, Mr. BuxToNn says :— 
Vith a view to the protection of the public and of Post 
Office servants, the regulations of the foreign and 
colonial post forbid the transmission of dangerons 
articles and require their destruction if found in the 
post, Pathological products generally have been re- 
garded as coming under this prohibition, since many of 
them are undoubtedly of a highly dangerous character, 
and It 1s difficult for postal servants to distinguish be- 
a those which are harmful and those which are in- 
ocuous. The cancer specimens addressed to the Cancer 
research Fund are, I am informed on the highest 
sithority, harmless ; and, as I am assnred that the use of 
con of the renearches of the fund, [hope tobe able to 
make a special e ti j } ag tes _ | hi k i 
desir ible . ul exception in their favour. think it 
with the’ 10wever, that the matter should be discussed 
1e delegates of the conntries principally concerned 


at B ‘ . : 
re ° approaching Postal Congress, and I have instruct- 
“ the British delegates accordingly. In the mean- 


tl kate . i i 
megeackets addressed to the Cancer Research Fund will 
*delivered.—The Times. 


— — 











an are indebted to Messrs. James Henderson & Sons for 

peer in this matter, and to an old subscriber and 

ies utor, Mr. H. C, Wilkie, r.n.c.v.s., for bringing the 
to our notice. ] 


ticular place and is purely local ; 


April 1906, James Henderson & Sons 


A Veterinarian Professor on Tuberculosis. 
The following interesting letter has been placed at 
our disposal by Mr. Field, M.P. The high scientific 
status of the writer makes the communication very 
valuable, and we trust it will come under the notice of 
all engaged in promoting the progress of Mr. Field’s 
Bill. 
The Veterinary School, 
University ol Liverpool, 
Mareh 2nd, 1906. 


Dear Mr. Field,—I earnestly hope you will be sue 
cessful in getting the House to pass your Bill for grant 
ing compensation from Imperial funds for the seizure 
and destruction of Tuberculous careases 

Such destruction is presumed to be for the benefit 
and protection of the community, and so the community 
should stand the loss, 

[ have always maintained that the loss should be 
sustained | y the community at large, and not by the in 
dividual. 

I further agree with you that it is unfair, nay unjust, 
to prosecute a man who, in good faith sends a fat 
animal to the abattoirs, and only on post-mortem 1s 
that animal found to have Tuberculosis. 

The Tuberculosis of such an animal (that is a fat 
animal—though the lesions way be considerable, say on 
the pleura) where the disease is confined to that par 
the system of the 
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animal is unaffected and its flesh is sound. It has 
always seemed to mea shameful waste of good food to 
destroy the whole of the carcase, for what is in reality 
mere sentiment. 

I am convinced, and have always maintained, that the 
Tuberculosis of the ox and of man are two distinct 
diseases—though perhaps once in a million times an 
extremely delicate human being (one who wi!l contract 
any disease) may be infected by milk from a cow with a 
Tubercular udder. I am of opinion that every effort 
should be made to stamp out Tuberculosis in cattle— 
not because it is a danger to man, but because it causes 
loss to both breeders and feeders of cattle. 

The outcry raised by the medical profession about the 
danger to man from Tuberculosis of the ox—is to me, 
a straining at a gnat, and a swallowing of a camel. 
They know full well that every or almost every case of 
Tuberculosis in man and child is obtained from a 
tubercular human being, and not from a cow. Have 
they not the courage to take the bull by the horns, and 
endeavour to include Phthisis in the Contagious Diseases 
(of man) Act, and isolate such cases? I fear not, 
though I must give them the credit of doing all they 
can In a persuasive way to stop the spread from man to 
man. 

Please excuse the length of this letter, but my excuse 
is the great interest I take in the matter.— Yours very 
faithfully, 

W. Owen Wiiams, Professor, 
ex-President of the R.C.VS. 


(The Meat Trades Journal.) 





SIR JOHN M‘FADYEAN TESTIMONIAL. 


The following subscriptions have been received 
since last acknowledgment :— 


Mr. G.S. Bruce 21/-: Mr. W. Anderson 10/6 
Major Loft 10/6 J. R. Godbold 10/6 
Mr. J. H. Loft 10/6 RK. Murray 10/6 | 
Colonel Reilly 21/- Col. Blenkinsop 21/- 
Mr. Jas. McKenny 21/-- Mr. Rob. Henderson 10/6 
Lieut. E. 8S. Gillett 21/- J. L. Frood 21/- 
Mr. Nicholson Almond 21/- John Lawson 21/- 
Prof. Macqueen 21/- Ss. G. Chellew 10/6 


Subscriptions may be sent to 
W. Huntina, Hon. See. a: Treas. 
16 Trafalgar Square, Chelsea, S.W. 


Yew Poisoning in Dumfriesshire. 


Two valuable bullocks have died from poisoning at 
Largs Farm, Twynholm, tenanted by Messrs. Callander, 
due to eating part of a yew tree. Ten bullocks were 
being wintered in a field some distance from the farm, 
but close to Largs House. ‘The gate opening into the 
field and giving access to the orchard had somehow 
been left open, and the cattle strayed throngh, thus 
getting at the yews. In the stomachs of both animals 
large quantities of the yew tree were found, which 
pointed to the cause of death. The remaining eight 
animals were seriously affected, and tumbled over each 
other as if in a state of intoxication. Throngh the 
efforts of Mr. Campbell the animals are now out of 
danger. During the course of a long experience, Mr. 
Campbell declares he never saw animals affected in 
such a manner by poisoning. The North British Agri- 
culturist. 

Recently published. On March 30, by Messrs. Wyman 
and Sons, Ltd., Army Regulations for \ eterinary 
Service. 3d. 


Watching a Dying Horse, 


An extraordinary sight of a crowd of several hundred 
persons, a great many of whom were in evening dress, 
watching the death agonies of a cab-horse was witnessed 
in Upper Regent Street late on Saturday night. 

A motor-omnibus was turning the corner from Great 
Castle Street into Regent Street, when a hansom-cab, 
containing a passenger, crashed into the side. Both 
shafts penetrated the side of the omnibus and snapped 
off, and the head of the horse went through the window, 
a terrible gash being inflicted in its throat. 

Both the driver of the cab and the fare escaped injury, 
but the crowd which congregated watched the frantic 
attempts of the animal to rise on broken legs. The 
scene fasted for nearly two hours, and it was not till one 
o'clock that the horse was despatched by a “ painless 
killer” from the horse ambulance station, at King’s 
Cross. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, Patt Matt, April 3. 


The designation of the substantive ranks of the 
Officers on the Retired List liable to be re-called to 
service to be as follows :—Vet.-Colonel to be Colonel, 
Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel to be Lieut.-Colonel, Vet -Major to 
be Major, Vet.-Captain to be Captain, Vet.-Lieutenant 
to be Lieutenant. 


OBITUARY. 


Atrrep W. K. ForpHam, M.R.C.V.S., Salford, Man- 


chester. ce 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1863. 


Mr. Fordham died on March 25th, at 105 Cross Lane, 
Salford, in his 66th year. He was born in July, 1840, at 
Royston, near Cambridge. 

Mr. Fordham had acted as cattle and meat inspector 
for the Borough of Salford during the past 34 years, alt 
his services were always highly appreciated by the 
authorities, magisterial and municipal. He was vel) 
gentlemanly in manner, courteous to all Salford having 
probably the largest Cattle Market in England, with the 
exception of Smithfield, London, Mr. Fordha:n came ™ 
contact with most of the cattle dealers in the kingdol 
also and was almost constantly with the butchers in 
locality, and he was always spoken of in the highest tert 
by both cattle dealers and butchers as a gentleman|y im 
fair-dealing man. He was highly esteemed by his fe! * 
officials for the kind manner in which he always aa 
them, and his loss will be keenly felt by them, & . - 
by the large circle of friends he has made 11 Salfor 
the neighbourhood. The Manchester, Salford anc we 
trict Butchers’ Association sent to Mr. Fordham his day 
a vote of sympathy with him in his illness. In seal 
he had many police court cases in which noc oe 
convicted for exposing for sale, or selling, “ery apo 
and his evidence was invariably to the pol! 0 the 

place 





carefully listened to. The funeral took see g 
Salford Cemetery, the service being — : of panel 
2 ‘ » (Chane The coffin Was Of pe 
R. J. Morgan (Hope Chapel). The co D eoriog 


led oak with silver mountings, the p!* WRC S: 
inscription, “Alfred W. King Fordhi My ee The 
London, died March 25, 1906, in his 60% ee dept 
funeral was attended by his sister, neplie's; i H. F. 
tation from the Health Department, in! ding ne 7) 
Jenkins (chief clerk), and several ins)" 





Reporter, Salford. 
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C. PHISALIX, M.D., D.Sc. 


We learn with deep regret that Dr. Phisalix died on| W. Bean, S. Wood, E. All 


March 16, aged 53. He had been ill some time. 


He was ex-Surgeon-Major of the French Army, | Villagers assembled in the 
Assistant of the Natural History Museum, Paris, | G. L 
Member of the Society of Biology and of the Entomo-| fticiated at the graveside. 


logical Society of France ; Chevalier of the Legion « 
Honour. 





friend were Messrs. Champneys, D. Mace, C. Stanley, 


chin, C. Tanton, E. Marriott 
F. Sherwood, and H. Martin, while there were many 
church. The vicar, the Rev. 
G. L. Thorp, met the cortege at the west door, and also 
officiatec The cottin bore the simple 
f | Inscription :-—“ Franklin Farrance, died March loth, 

1906, aged 54 years.” The interment took place in the 


He contributed very niuch to medical science by his , Same grave as that of deceased’s second wife, which is 
investigation of venins of snakes, poison of bees, the | Situated under the old yew tree at the north side of the 
. : a: : ; : . a ea : 
bacteriolytic action of sera of various species, distemper chureh,— The Kentish Express. 


of guinea-pigs, etc. 


He leaves a widow who has been a faithful collabo- 
rator in his works and who has distinguished herself in 


science, 
The Late Mr. Farrance—Inquest.* 
The shocking death of Mr. Frankiin Farrance, veteri 


nary surg-on, who, as reported in our last issne, was 
crushed by a motor car in New Street, Ashford, was | satisfactory. 
investigated by the East Kent coroner (Mr. R. M. 
Mercer) at the Victoria Hotel, Ashford, on Saturday | do. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


CHLOROFORM AN ZSTHESIA. 





Sir, 
I was much interested in reading the paper and discussion 
oa the above subject at the C.V.M.S. Having chloro- 
formed a good many horses during the past eight years with 
Carlisle’s muzzle, I should like to say that it has been very 
Although it has a strap round the upper part 
of it, it is not necessary to pull this strap tight, and I never 
Iintroduce the tray with sponge at the bottom, close 


morning. The motor car driver was legally represented | the leather cap and pull on the upper part of the muzzle 
by Mr. B. C. Drake, while Supt. Bailey watched the} Where the strap is and raise it from the cheek, so as to 


proceedings on behalf of the pulice. 


The Surveyor of admit air down the side of the muzzle, and when taking the 


the Urban District Council, Mr. William Terrill, sub-|*y out to renew the chloroform I always leave the leather 
mitted a plan of the scene of the accident, and explained | ©@P °peD so as to admit air while I am unburriedly satura- 
, , “ , c - 


the position and distance of the trench opened for the | !?& the sponge again. 


Pushing the chloroform after the 


* dag “pes ° ° first five minutes is good practical advice—at any rate I have 
laying in of the new rising water main, and the staging se : 

5 b > found it so. 
opposite Messrs. Brenchley’s motor works, where the 


motor car slipped. 
mentioned that the wet and sticky state of the road 


In answer to Mr. Drake, the witness 


Methylated chloroform has been chiefly used, but pure 
chloroform has also been used. Whichever is used I have 


. $ found that most of the text-books are greatly at fault as to 
was attributable to the wet weather, traffic, and other 


causes, 
Evidence of identification was adduced by William 
Woodgate, who remarked that the deceased was a 
widower, 54 years of age. 
An eye-witness of the sad occurrence, Charles Rus- 
sell, a painter, of New Street, informed the Coroner 
that the car steadily backed off the staging of planks 
over the trench and then stopped, the hind wheels re- 
fusing to bite in the surface of greasy clay. Suddenly 
the car slid across the road, struck the deceased in the 
side, mounted the pavement, and then crushed the poor 
man against the wall of No. 49. 
Arthur Brenchley, a partner of the firm of Messrs. 
Brenchley Bros. and Holman, and the driver, John 
Harold Durrad, who represents the firm of Messrs. W. 
and A. Bates and Co., india-rubber manufacturers, 
Clerkenwell, also described how the accident occurred, 
and Ernest Colville, medical practitioner, said that the 
deceased died within twenty minutes from syncope, 
caused hy shock. 
. The Coroner, in the summing up, declined to make an 
Inquiry as to the depth of the trench or the greasy state 
of the road, remarking that they must mind their own 
isiness and find out what was the cause of death. The 


motor car driver, he observed, innocently attempted to ever having anything wrong with their wind 


the quantity necessary. Six ounces of pure chloroform or 
twelve ounces of methylated chloroform is far nearer the 
mark than from two to three ounces. 

I have found cold water trickled on the head as effective 
in bringing the patient round as anything else, although on 
one occasion I used strong ammonia with good results. 

Old horses when organically sound are not such good sub- 
jects to bring round as young or middle aged subjects. 1 
have had no casualities. I have frequently noticed nasal 
discharge, and, if not sore throat atany rate an anwsthetised 
tongue or pharynx persisting for some days. No cases of 
choking have occurred. ; 
For dogs, I have used Hobday’s inhaler satisfactorily, 
and for small pet dogs and cats I like a good big glass bell, 
similar to those used for covering plants. 

There can be no doubt that watching the breathing is the 
chief thing for the anesthetist to bear in mind. . 

To refer to another matter—why should grunting in 
horses be connected with their wind. I have heard horses 
grunt when they rise in the stable, I have heard hunters 
grunt when they drop over a jump. I have heard other 
horses grunt when they have had a dig in the ribs, or when 

a feint has been made at their ribs, and in the first Instance 
mentioned I have known the horses live to a good old age 
and die without their wind ever being affected. Besides, 

I have known many men in my time that grunted without 

. Yours truly, 





maneuvre with considerable risk, a manceuvre that was 
len ccessfully carried out, and in which the deceased 
ost his life. “ [t was a pure accident, and he did not 


Suggest that anyone was to blame. 
nef delibe 
death,” 


The remains of the deceased were interred at Ken-| i 


ration, returned a verdict of “ Accidental 


also Mr. Leeney’s eulogy of the same. 


G. Mayan. 


OBJECTIONABLE PUBLICATIONS. 


The jury, after a| pear Sir, 


I have read your article under the above heading, and 
; ‘ | suppose my hide 


: 't feel like a ‘* birched 
s very tough, as even now I don’t feel lik 


hington (Ashford on Tuesda , the bod bein y enclosed groundling 7 
} y 8 
r 


0a polished oak coftin, with 


With be ass fittings, and covered 


autiful floral tributes. The chief mourners were | with an assured position in a city practice 
_ ; 


i ; sugvest that no man 
j respect to you, Sir, | suggest t 
ipl ; qualified to sit 





“lessrs, FF 
rance, Wake 


aa “ Burt, and Mr. Woodgate. Amongst others who|* 
nded to pay a last respect to the memory of their |" 


"This was unavoidably held over last week. 





: ae tn country practi- 
arrance and R. Farrance (sons), E. R. Far-| in judgment on, or mete out justice ©, & cone ry | 

> 7 ve . « , . . a 

field, Yorkshire, brother ; Messrs. T. Burt | toner: 


iti > whir +y separately earn 
The conditions under which they separate!) 


heir livelihood are so diverse as to render a correct judg 
i or pOSsIDLILY. 

nent of either by the other an imposs! . 

I am quite confident that Iam not alone in the opinion 

that country Veterinary Surgeons are quite sufficiently 
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handicapped by outsiders without having extra weight to 
carry added by the actions of members of the R.C.V.S. 

I would like to ask whether a man is a ‘“ groundling’”’ 
because his ideas of professional etiquette differ from those 
of Mr. Leeney? If so, I plead guilty, but if condemned, 
have no doubt shall find myself in a very numerous com- 
pany. 

Or, shall I take this description of many members of my 
profession as a sample of Mr. Leeney’s idea of etiquette ? 

No doubt Mr. Leeney is a man of great knowledge; 
when one considers the amount he retails weekly, without 
exhausting his store, he must be. But does this constitute 
him a judge amongst us? Under no condition has he the 
right to use such epithet as *‘ groundling.’’ It is always 
my endeavour to try, by any legitimate means, to educate 
my clients up to the knowledge of the fact that I know 
better than they do. That this object can be attained by 
the diagnosing of cases, a description of which is sent by 
post, followed by advice and a prescription published in a 
farmer’s weekly journal, IT don’t believe. That such a 
practice is of benefit to us us a profession, no one can 
believe. 

I suppose it would be uscless to point out to Mr. Leeney 
that his amateur carpen‘cr might possibly manufacture an 
article which would answer the same purpose, as the one made 
by the expert.—Very faithfully yours, 

JAMES SMITH, M.R.C.V.S. 


Wetherby. 


THE FOREIGN VOTING PAPERS. 
Sir, 

I feel it a duty to thank the Council of R.C.V.S. for 
having this year enabled us exiles to vote for members of 
the Council by letting us have particulars upon the voting 
paper, enabling us to know the names of candidates, but 
life is not worth living unless one can have a growl, and 
this time it is against the candidates themselves. Only one 
has been business-like enough to send his manifesto, and 
there are eight vacancies, but not eight nominated can- 
didates, hence one has to vote somewhat in the dark as to 
men, and entirely in the dark as to their views on current 
internal politics, they have most of them shown by speeches 
what. their imperial politics are, and abroad those only 
interest us in so far that we like to know that when snug 
little berths are going begging we shall not be forgotten ; 
but the politics of the profession are much more important 
and interesting, and we should like ta have some definite 
pronouncement from those to whose hands we are com- 
mitting our destinies. Next year, perl: s, candidates will 
wake up in time.— Yours truly, 

Ti. Docron Sante. 


R.C.V.S. vr. R.S.P.C.A. 
Sir, 

Probably it is true that some inspectors of the R.S.P.C.A. 
do, when opportunity arises pose in the witness box as 
being the possessors of something very like expert know- 
ledge. But it seems to me to be worth considering whether 
the professional men, who could supply that expert know- 
ledge, are not sometimes strangely reluctant to place it at 
the disposal of the Society. 

In the evidence given with regard to the cruelty cases in 
Dorset, reported in your curreut issue, I notice that the 
Society’s inspector made the significant statement that 
local veterinaries would not appear for the Society in their 
own districts,’” and whatever may be the state of affairs in 
Dorset, I have been in places in other parts of England 
where the same statement could be made with perfect 
truth. 

I know nothing of these two cases. nor of the locality in 
which they occurred. 

I do know that there are not a few veterinary surgeons, 
in various parts of the country, who take up this sort of 
attitude towards the R.S.P.C.A. For instance, I once 
took charge of a practice and my principal’s instructions on 
leaving me were as follows—to act for the police should they 
require mein a cruelty charge, but on no account even to 
examine a case on behalf of the R.S.P.C.A. 





This practitioner—a perfectly respectable one, too— 
simply eschewed the Society and all its works, and I have 
learned since that he is by no means alone in so doing. | 
have met other practitioners since then, whose sole aim 
with regard to the R.S.P.C.A. seemed to be—to do every- 
thing possible to obstruct its work, and to thwart the 
officials who perform it. 

These gentlemen are willing, as a rule, to admit the excel- 
lence of the avowed objects of the Society, and generally 
explain their hostile attitude towards it by condemnation of 
some of its methods and criticism on the conduct of some 
of its officers. The methods may not be perfect. and I do 
not suppose that the inspectors are invariably men of tact 
and judgment. But who are so likely to be able to improve 
both men and methods as are veterinary surgeons, if they 
would regard an R.S.P.C.A. Inspector in a more favourable 
light than that of an officious interloper? I think it most 
regrettable that a better feeling does not exist between a 
Society whose object is altogether praiseworthy, and the 
one profession which, of all others, could do most to assist 
in the accomplishment of that object. 

One point occurs to me from reading the report from 
Dorset. If no local veterinary surgeon would help this in- 
spector to prosecute cases which no veterinary surgeon ap- 
peared to defend, is the man very much to be blamed for 
giving his evidence as he did, and acquainting the Bench 
with the fact that he had passed some sort of examination 
before undertaking his work? J think not. — Yours 


faithfully, 
‘*Pro Bono Pvsuiico.”’ 





RUPTURE OF INTESTINE—A QUESTION 
Sir, 

Can you or any of your readers help us in the following 
questions :— 

Ina case of rupture of the intestine occurring say at 
three"o’clock, how soon after the event will the horse show 
signs of ‘‘colic.’’ The intestines in health being practically 
insensitive, a certain amount of inflammation must arise 
before pain occurs (after the first pain of the lesion) as | 
suppose the cause of the pain is due to local enteritis and 
peritonitis at first, but how long does this take to develope. 
—I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

W. H. Prime. 

Upper Norwood, March 31. 


TRIPLETS FROM A MARE. 
Sir, 
I delivered a mare last month of three dead foals (mares 
time not up for another six weeks). I presume this is a very 
unusual case, as I have asked several brother practitioners 
and breeders, and not one of them can call to mind a similar 
occurrence. I myself cannot recollect ever hesring of 
“triplets’’ in a mare, perhaps some of your readers can.— 
Yours faithfully, 
J. E. Porrett. 


Léddon, April 2. 
A CorRECTION. 
Sir, ° . “ar in 
Kindly allow me space for the correction of a error ! 


my letter ‘‘ Re Parliamentary representation °’ which ap- 
I do not know whether It 'S 





pears in your current issue. ie 
the printer’s fault or mine, but the fifth word « he +e 
line should be regard not ‘ regret,’’ as appears. |! han Ing 
you in anticipation.— Yours truly, ** Oniric’®. 
[Printers’ ‘‘ regret '’ this time. } 
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